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The chief purpose of this publication is to 


distribute information on aeronautics to the 


flying personnel in the Regular Army, Reserve Corps, National Cuard, and others connected 


with aviation. 


unger 


THE ARMY AIR CORPS FOR 1938 -- A REVIEW 


Ed. Note: The review of Air Corps activities and of various aeronautical events during the 
calender year 1938, as hereinafter given, is not intended as a full and comlete 


chronology thereof. 


The necessary time required to conduct the research work in- 


cident to the compilation of a complete chronolozy has not been available. Fur- 


thermore, space is lacking for the publication of a more complete report. 


It is 


believed, however, that the chronology of events as here given should afford the 
reader a fair idea of the various activities in which the Air Corps was eneazed 


during the past year. 


CHRONOLOGY 





Personnel = Appointments, Changes, etc. 





The tour of duty of Brigadier General Gerald | 
C. Brant as Wing Cormender of the 2nd Wing, SHQ | 
Air Force, Langley Field, Va., terminated on | 
February 28th, and on the following day he was ! 
assigned as Conmandent of the Air Corps Tech- 
nical School, Chamute Field, Rantoul, I1l., and | 
the branch thereof at Lowry Field, Denver, Colo.; 
General Brant reverted to his permanent rank of | 
Colonel. 

Colonel Frank D. Lackland was relieved from 
assignment and duty as Chief of the Field Ser- | 
vice Section at Wright Field, Dayton, Chio, and | 
assigned to duty as Commandant of the Air Corps 
Advanced Flying School, Kelly Field, Texas. He 
assumed command of this School on March 25th. 

Effective March 1, 1938, Colonel Arnold N. 
Krogstad, Air Corps, was appointed a Wing Com 
mander with the temporary rank of Brigadier 
General; relieved from assignment and duty as 
Conmandant of the Air Corps Advanced Flying 
School, Kelly Field, Texas, and assigned to the 
command of the 2nd Wing, GHQ Air Force, Langley 
Field, Va. Generel Krogstad assumed the duties 
of his new position on March 31, 1938. 

Brigadier General Jemes E. Chaney, upon the 
expiration of his appointment as Assistant to 
the Chief of the Air Corps, with the rank of 
Brigadier General, on July 16, 1938, was re- 
lieved from assignment and duty as Commanding 
General of the Air Corps Training Center and 
assigned to the command of Mitchel Field, N.Y. 

The appointment of Brigadier General George 
H. Brett as Wing Commander of the 19th Wing, 
Albrook Field, Panama Canal Zone, terminated on 
October 29, 1938, and he was assigned to duty 
as Chief of Staff of the GHQ Air Force, Langley 
Field, Va. 

Brigadier General Barton K. Yount as relieved 
from the command of the 18th Wing in the 
Hawaiian Department and assigned to duty as 
Commandant of the Air Corps Training Center, 
Randolph Field, Texas, succeeding Brigadier 
General James E. Chaney. General Yount asswmed 








command of the Training Center on August 5, 
1938. 

Effective September 30, 1938, Colonel Yalter 
H, Frank, Air Corps, was appointed temporary 
Wing Commander, with the rank of 3rigadier 
General in the Air Corps. He was relieved 


| from duty as Chief of Staff, Mgrs. GHQ Air 


Force, Langley Field, Va., and assigned as 


| Wing Commander of the 18th Wing in the 


Hawaiian Department. 
Effective October 13, 1938, Colonel Herbert 
A. Dargue, Air Corps, was appointed temporari- 


i ly a Wing Commander, with the rank of 3riza- 
| dier General in the Air Corps. He was reliev- 


ed from duty as Assistant Commndant of the 
Air Corps Tactical School, Maxwell Field,Ala., 
and assigned to duty in the Panama Canal De- 
partment, where he arrived on October 14th and 
assumed command of the 19th Wing. 

Brigadier General Henry C. Pratt, U.S. Army, 
wes relieved from duty as Commandant of the 
Air Corps Tectical School, Maxwell Field,Ala., 
and assigned to the command of the 23rd Bri- 
gade in the Philippine Department. He depart- 
ed from Maxwell Field for his new assignment 
on August 7, 1938. 

Colonel Jacob H. Rudolph, Air Corps, assumec 
command of the branch of the Air Corps Tech- 
nical School, Lowry Field, Denver, Colo., on 
July 1, 1938, relieving Lieut. Colonel Junius 
W. Jones, assigned to duty in the Inspector 
General's Department, Washington, D.C, 

Behuetine Cendeel Henry H. Arnold, Assistant 
Chief of the Air Corps, was appointed Chief of 
the Air Corps with the rank of Brigadier Gen- 
eral, for a period of four years, beginning 
September 29, 1938. General Arnold assumed 
the duties of that office on Septeaber 30th. 

Colonel Walter G. Kilner, Chief of Staff of 
Hgrs. GHQ Air Force, Langley Field, Va, was 
appointed Assistant to the Chief of the Air 
Corps, with the rank of Brigadier General, for 
a period of four years beginning September 
30, 1938, and assigned to duty in the Office 
Mas Chief of the Air Corps, Washington, 

De , 
Colonel John H. Pirie, transferred from 
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March Field, Calif., to Maxwell Field, Ala., 


assumed command of the latter field on October. 


4, 1938. 


Brigadier General Barton K. Yount, Air Corps, | 


was relieved from command of the Air Corps 
Training Center and assigned to duty in the 
Office of the Chief of the Air Corps, Washing- 
ton, D.C. 


Colonel Millard F. Harmon, Air Corps, assumed | 


command of the Air Corps. Tactical School, Max- 

well Field, Ale., on December 6, 1938. Lieut. 

Colenel Donald Wilson was assigned as Assistant 
Commandant of this School. 

A total of 17 first lieutenants of the Air 
Corps were promoted to captain, with rank from 
June 7, 1938, and 61 additional first lieuten- 
ants were promoted to captain, with rank from 
June 9, 1938. 

Thirty second lieutenants of the Air Corps 
were promoted to the grade of first lieutenant, 
effect ive June 12, 1938. Effective June 30, 
1938, 38 additional second lieutenants were 
advanced to first lieutenants. 

Nineteen Air Corps Reserve officers serving 
on extended active duty were commissioned sec- 
ong lieutenants in the Air Corps, Regular Arny, 
with rank from July 1, 1938, under the previ- 
sions of the Acts of Congress of August 30, 
1935, and April 13, 1938. 

As a result of competitive examinations among 
Air Corps Reserve officers on extended active 
duty, 188 received commissions as second lieut- 
enants in the-Air Corps, Regular Army. 





Air Corps Training Center 


The maintenance flight of Class 38-A of the 
Air Corps Advanced Flying School, Kelly Field, 
Texas, was completed on January 28th, with no 
mishap, despite delays encountered due to ad- 
verse weather conditions, including dust 
storms, low ceilings, etc. 

On February 16th, Class 38-A, comprising 5 
officers of the Regular Army, one officer of 
the Brazilian Army, and 55 Flying Cadets grad- 





uated from the Air Corps Advanced Flying School. 


Rombardment training was reestablished at tne 
Air Corps Advanced Flying School, beginning 
February 23rd, with the incoming class which 
graduated from the Primary Flying School, 
Randolph Field. Four officers were assigned to 
duty as instructors in the Bombardment Section. 

A total of 101 students of Cless 28-B, comp 
prising 2 Recular Army officers, 6 foreign of- 


ficers and 93 Flying Cadets, who graduated from 


the Primary Flying School, Randolph Field, 
Texas, reported on February 23rd at Kelly Field 
for advanced flying training. 

A class of 321 students reported at the Pri- 
mary Flying School, Randolph Field, for flying 
training with the March 1, 1938, class. 

A special Traveling Board of Air Corps and 
Medical officers from the Air Corps Training 
Center departed on February 14th for the pur- 
pose of visiting colleges and universities in 
the 7th and 8th Corps Areas; first, to examine 
applicants for appointment as Flying Cadets; 
and, second, to disseminate information con- 
cerning the Training Center over as large an 


4 


“<¢ 





‘area as practicable. The Board examined a to- 
tal of 746 applicants, of which number 165 
were found qualified and recommended for ap- 
pointment as Flying Cadets. The Board return- 
ed to the Training Center on April 13th, after 
traveling.a distance of 5150 miles, utilizing 


| two BT-9 airplanes. 


Seven Inspectors of the Bureau of Air Com 
merce, Department of Commerce, holding commis- 
sions in the Air Reserve or in the National 
Guard, arrived at the Air Corps Advanced Fly- 
ing School, Kelly Field, on May 9th, for tem 
porary duty, to receive a special course of 
pilot instruction on two-engined equipment: 
Each Inspector received from 12 to 15 hours 
of pilot time on local and cross-country 
flights, and they completed the course on 
May 2lst. 

Graduation exercises for Class 38-B, of the 
Air Corps Advanced Flying School, were held on 
June 16th. The graduating class consisted of 
two officers of the Regular Army, 6 foreign 
officers, and 88 Flying Cadets. 

A total of 341 students were selected for 
appointment as Flying Cadets to enter the 
July 1, 1938, Class at the Air Corps Primary 
Flying School, Randolph Field. This consti- 
tuted the largest number of students ever to 
begin training in any class in the history of 
the Air Corps Training Center. 

A total of 114 second lieutenants of the 
Regular Army, who graduated from the United 
States Military Academy, West Point, N.Y., on 
Jane 14, 1938, were assigned to the Air Corps 
for flying training. They reported at the 
Training Center during the latter part of 

tember. 

During the Fiscal Year ending June 30, 1938, 
Randolph Field officers and students flew the 
unusual total of 102,932 hours and 25 minutes, 
exceeding the Fiscal Years 1936 and 1937 by 
approximately 30,000 flying hours. 

On October 6, 1938, the strength of the Air 
Corps was increased by 61 commissioned offi- 
cers, graduates of the United States Military 
Academy of the class of 1937, who successful- 
ly completed the course of instruction at the 
Air Corps Training Center. 

Graduation exercises for Class 38-C were 
held at the Air Corps Advanced Flying School 
on October 5, 1938. The class consisted of 
64 Regular Amy officers and 80 Flying Cadets 
and was the largest graduating class in the 
history of the Air Corps Training Center. 

Class No. 39-A reported at Kelly Field on 
October 8th to complete its instruction at 
the Air Corps Training Center. This class, 
the largest yet to be sent to the Advanced 
Flying School, consisted of 176 students, 

4 being Regular Army officers, 6 National 
Guard officers and 166 Flying Cadets. 

Eighteen second lieutenants of the Air Re- 
serve (non-graduates of the Air Corps Treinin; 
Center) began on October 10th a refresher 
flying course at the Primary Flying School. 

A total of 236 Flying Cadets reported at 
Randolph Field early in October to begin pri- 
mary flying training. Including the West 
Point graduates assigned to the Air Corps for 
flying training, the number of students in 
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this class totalled 350. 

During the period from July 5 to October 5,. 
1938, a total: of 20,781 hours was flown by air 
planes at the Advanced Flying School. . 


Other Schools 


New classes in dead reckoning and celestial 
navigation, the courses lasting six weeks, were 
begun the first of the yeer at Hamilton Field, 
peo , 33 pilots being enrolled in the first 
Cc @SSe 





After two weeks of intensive instruction, 20 
selected officers of the Air Corps completed on 
January 2lst a special course in Naval Opera- 
tions at the Air Corps Tactical School, Maxwell 
Field, Ala. 

Final orders for moving the Departments of 
Photography and Armament from the Air Corps 
Technical School, Chanute Field, Ill., to Lowry 
Field, Denver, Colo., arrived on February 7th, 
and three days later the freight and passenger 
' trains, carrying personnel and equipment, were 

on their way to Denver, Colo. 

The second class of the Air Corps Weather 
School at Patterson Field, Fairfielq, Ohio, re- 
ported for duty on February lst, 26 students, 
stationed in various parts of the United States, 
reporting for this training. 

Eight Air Corps officers were assigned to 
duty as students for the 1938-1939 course at . 
the Army Industrial College, Washington, D.C., 
and directed to report on September 10, 1938. 

On February 19th, 18 members of the class at- 
tending the radio school conducted at Hamilton 
Field, Calif., graduated. The course started 
on December 2, 1937, and the instruction in 
radio included both the theoretical and prac- 
tical phases. 

Nine medical officers graduated from the 
School of Aviation Medicine at Randolph Field, 
Texas, on March 31, 1938. Diplomas were pre- 
sented the graduates by Brigadier General James 
E. Chaney, Commanding the Air Corps Training 
Center. i 

In order to train Air Corps officers and en- 
listed men in the operation of the Autogiro, 
four officers and five enlisted mechanics began 
on April 20th a six weeks' course of instruc- 
tion at Patterson Field, Fairfield, Ohio. Three 
Autogiros were in use. This was the first 
school to be operated in this country for mili- 
tary flying training and maintenance of the 
Autogiro. 

Fourteen enlisted men graduated on April 25th 
from the two months’ course of instruction at 
the School of Aviation Ordnance at Langley 
Field, Va. Brigadier General Arnold N.Krogstad, 
Second Wing Commander, presented the diplomas. 
In the two previous classes of this School a 
total of 23 students graduated. 


During the middle of May, the studetits and 





faculty of the Air Corps Tactical School, 
Maxwell Field, Ala., conducted a ‘Paper War"' 
at the aerial gunnery base at Valparaiso, 

Fla. Approximately 76 students, 14 members of 
the faculty, and 120 enlisted men participated 
Students attending the Air Corps Tactical 

School, Maxwell Field, Ala., received their 
certificates of graduation on June 3rd from 
Major General Oscar Westover, Chief of the Ai: 
Corps. 

On May 21st, the first class attending the 
Autogiro training school at Patterson Field, 
Ohio, graduated, after five weeks of intensive 
air and ground training. 

Ten Air Corps officers were detailed for 
duty as students at the Air Corps Engineering 
School at Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio, for the 
1938-1939 course, beginning August 1, 1938. 

Nine Air Corps officers graduated on June 
22nd from the Army War College, Washington, 
D.C. 


A total of 38 Air Corps officers graduated 
on June 20th from the Command and General 
Staff School, Fort Leavenworth, Kansas. 

Eight Air Corps officers graduated on June 
23rd from the Arny Industrial College, 
Washington, D.C. 

The second course of instruction in Autogirc 
maintenance and operation started on June 8th 
at Patterson Field, Ohio, five officers and 
four enlisted men being in attendance. 

Six Air Corps enlisted men graduated on July 
2nd from the Redio School conducted at Maxwell 
Field, Ala., for the purpose of training en- 
listed men as radio operators for the airweys 
control, airdrome control and post commmica- 
tions section. 

Instruction in dead reckoning navigation be- 
gan on August 15th at Hamilton Field, Calif., 
for eight Air Corps officers assigned to the 
88th Reconnaissance Squadron. 

October 3rd marked the opening of the fourth 
annual two-months' course of instruction at 
the School of Aviation Ordnance at Langley 
Field, Va. The class consisted of nine en- 
listed men stationed at Langley Field. 

On October 7th, a total of 12 students 
graduated from the Airplane Maintenance course 
at the Air Corps Technical School, Chanute 
Field, Ill. This was followed with the grad- 
uation on October 21st of 48 students from 
various other courses given at this School. 


the Regular Army and seven Medical officers of 
the U.S. Navy, also one Medical officer of the 
Cuban Army, graduated from the School of Avia- 
tion Medicine at Randolph Field, Texas. 
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A course of instruction in Dead Reckoning and 
Celestial Nevigation for Air Corps officers in 
the 18th Pursuit Group, Wheeler Field, T.H., 
was completed during November. 

On December 26, 1938, 26 Air Corps enlisted | 
men were graduated from the Bakio fepeisers and | 

erators course given at the Air Corps Tech- 
nical School, Chanute Field, Ill. 


Eleven Air Reserve officers (non-graduates of 
the Air Corps Training Center) , ee the 
refresher course of instruction at the Air Corps 
Advanced Flying School, Kelly Field, on Decem | 
ber 23rd, and were assigned to extended active 
duty. 





DECORATIONS AND AWARDS 

Decorations and awards made during the calen- 
dar year 1938 to Air Corps personnel for heroic 
conduct or distinguished service in connection 

with flying are enumerated below, as follows: 
Distinguished Flying Cross | 
During a formal review at Randolph Field, 
| 








Texas, on February 12th, the Distinguished Fly- 
ing Cross was presented to 2nd Lieut. DRoss 
Ellis, Air Reserve, for heroism displayed while 
participating in a flight from Nansley Field, | 
Dallas, Texas, to Oklehoma City, Okla., onApril| 
24, 1937. During this flight the pilot of the | 
airplane, Lieut. Robert S. Fisher, was pulled 
from the airplane by his parachute which had 
accidently opened. Lieut. Fisher's body struck 
the tail surfaces, badly damaging the rudder, 
taking off completely the elevator on the left 
side and leaving a stub of some 18 inches in 
length of the stabilizer. Believing Lieut. 
Fisher to be badly injured, disregarding his 
own personal safety and mindful only of secur- 
ing aid as quickly as possible, Lieut. Ellis 
displayed great courage when he piloted the 
badly damaged airplane back to Hensley Field 
and landed it safely, thereby enabling him to 
report the accident within 25 mimutes of the 
time it had occurred. Shortly afterwards the 
body of Lieut. Fisher was found by ground 
searchers at approximately the location report- 
ed by Lieut. Ellis. 





The War Department announced the awerd of the 
Distinguished Flying Cross to 2nd Lieut. Homer 
A. Boushey, Air Corps, for heroism and extraor- | 
dinary achievement in a flight near Fort Lewis, | 
Wash., on October 5, 1936. Structural failure 
in the aircraft resulted in the loss of both 
ailerons and caused the plane to go out of con- 
trol. Ordering his mechanic to jump with his 
parachute, Lieut. Bushey, by the skillful use 
of the remining controls on the disabled air- 
plane, brought it to a safe landing, this re- 
sulting in a greet monetary saving to the gov- 
ermment and making possible an engineering 
study as to the cause of the structural failure 
of this type of airplane. 

At the Auditorium at Wright Field, Dayton, 
Ohio, on the morning of March 9, 1938, 1st 
Lieut. B.S. Kelsey, Air Corps, was presented 
with the Distinguished Flying Cross by Briga- 
dier General A.W. Robins, Chief of the Materiel 





| tary to these 


4. 





| Division, for extraordinary achievetent while 


participating in aerial flight. On December 
24, 1936, Lieut. Kelsey, piloting an airplane 
from Mitchel Field, N.Y., to Wright Field, flew 
at an altitude of 1800 feet when, without 
warning, the left motor failed and the left 
wing burst into flames. Maintaining control 
of the airplane with great difficulty, due to 
the darkness of the night and the blinding 
glare from the burning airplane, Lieut. Kelsey 
managed to effect a safe landing at Wright 
Field, thereby preventing the destruction of 
valuable government property. 

Lieut. Colonel Robert Olds, Air Corps, Com 
manding Officer of the 2nd Bombardment Group, 
Langley Field, Va., was presented the Distin- 
cuished Flying Cross on the morning of April , 
30th before the personnel of his Group and a 
large number of friends and spectators. The 
decoration wes bestowed upon Colonel Olds for 
extraordinary achievement while participating 
in an aerial flight from Langley Field, Va, 
to Buenos Aires, Argentina, South America. 

Major General Frank i.. Andrews, Commmnding the 
GHQ Air Force, made the presentation. 


The Mackay Trophy 


Captains Carl J. Crane and George V. Hollo- 
man, Air Corps, were awarded the Mackay Trophy 
for the year 1937 for their outstanding 
achievement in successfully developing and ac- 
tually demonstrating the airplane automatic 
landing system On the morning of October 
14th, in the office of Hon. Harry H. Woodring, 
Secretary of War, gold medals emblematic of 
the Mackay Trophy were presented by the Secre- 
wo officers. 

Cooperating with Captains Crane and Holloman 
in the development of this system of automatic 
landing control were Messrs. Raymord Stout, 
Prosect Engineer, and C.D. Barbulesco, of the 
Signal Corps Aircraft Radio Laboratory, both 
connected with the Materiel Division at Yright 
Field, Ohio. The provisions of the deed of 
gift in connection with the Mackay Trophy, 
limiting its awerd to military personnel, ren- 
dered it impracticable for these two civilians 
to share in the Mackay Trophy award. 





The Collier Trophy 


Announcement was made by the National Aero- 
nautic Association on September 15th that the 
Army Air a had been awarded the Collier 
Trophy for 1937 for the successful accomplish- 
ment in high altitude flying by the pressure 
cabin method. The citation accompanying the 
award reads: 'To the United States Army Air 
Corps for having designed, constructed and 
completely equipped the XC-35 substratosphere 
plane, the first pressure cabin airplane to 
be flown successfully anywhere in the world." 
Major Carl F. Greene, Captain Alfred H. 
Johnson and Lieut. Colonel Oliver P. Uchols, 
Air Corps, and Dr. John E. Younger were cited 
as the principals in the research and develop- 
ment work which resulted in the award, & 
The presentation of the Trophy was made by : 
President Roosevelt at the White House on 
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September 16th, Brigadier General Henry H. 
Arnold, Assistant to the Chief of the Air 
Corps, accepting the Trophy on behalf of’ the 
principals. Also present at this presentation 
ceremony were Brigadier General A.W. Robins, 
Chief of the Air Corps Materiel Divisicn; Mr. 
Charles F. Horner, President of the National 
Aeronautic Association, and Mr. William L. 
Chernery, Editor of Collier's Weekly. 


The Cheney Award 


Announcement was made on January 20th that 
the Cheney Award for the year 1937 would not be 
made, the Board of Officers,appointed by the 
Chief of the Air Corps to select the person or 
persons most meriting the award, making the 
recommendation that while there were several 
instances of heroic feats in connection with 
aircraft operation, involving risk of life, 
these were not of a character distinctly to 
merit the Award, according to standards set in 
previous years. 





—- eee 


The Soldier's Medal 


At a colorful and impressive ceremony held 
on February 26th at Langley Field, Va., lst 
Lieut. Joseph A. Bulger, Air Corps, of the 8th 
Pursuit Group, was presented the Soldier's 
Medal and citation for distinguished valor in 
rescuing a little girl from drowning in the 
waters of Chesapeake Bay in May, 1937. 





Announcement was made by the War Department 
on April 28th of the award of the Soldier's 
Medal to Corporal Richard F. Miller and Private 
lst Class Karl W. Jordan, Jr., lst Corps Area 
Air ars Detachment, for heroism displayed in 
attempting to rescue a soldier from drowning in 
Boston Harbor, Mass., on the evening of Decem- 
ber 22, 1937. 

On November 4, 1938, the 18th Pursuit Group 
at Wheeler Field, T.H., held a presentation 
formation, during the course of which Corporal 
Paul W. Stone, Air Cerps, was presented the 
Soldier's Medal for heroism in rescuing a 
civilian from drowning #n December 26, 1937. 


The Harmon Trophy 


The 79th Pursuit a gg 20th Pursuit 
Group, Barksdale Field, La., having attained 
the highest efficiency standard of any combat 
squadron in the 3rd Wing, GHQ Air Force, during 
the Fiscal Year 1937-1938, was selected for the 
award of the Harmon Trophy, donated by the 
business men of Shreveport, La., to Colonel 
Millard F. Harmon, Air Corps, as a token of 
their esteem and friendship for him The pre- 
sentation of this Trophy was made to the Com 
manding Officer of this Squadron, Captain 
Thayer S. Olds, Air Corps, by Brigadier General 
Frederick L. Martin, Air Corps, Commanding the 
Srd Wing, GHQ Air Force, on November 12, 1938, 
at Barksdale Field, La. 


The Frank Luke Memorial Trophy 
The 77th Pursuit Squadron, stationed at 











Barksdale Field, La., having for the second 
consecutive time attained the highest score 
of the year in aerial gunnery, was again 
awarded the Frank Luke Memorial Trophy, the 
resentation being made to the Squadron on 
ovember 5th by Brigadier Gene Frederick 
L. Martin, Air Corps. 


The Daevealian Trophy 
The Colombian Trophy 


In an impressive ceremony on the morning of 
September Bist. the 19th Bombardment Group, 
under the command of Lieut. Harvey S. Burwell, 
Air Corps, drawn up on the parade ground at 
March Field, Calif., was presented with the 
new Daedalian Trophy by Major General Oscar 
Westover, Chief of the Air Corps, just a few 
hours before his tragic death in the airplane 
accident at Burbank, Calif. Major General 
Frank M. Andrews, Chief of the GHQ Air Force, 
then presented the Group with the Colombian 
Trophy, a gift to the Army Air Corps by the 
Colombian Government. These two trophies were 
awarded to the 19th 3ombardment ie, for its 
splendid record of 19,942 hours of flying, 
during which only one minor accident occurred. 
This Group flew during the preceding year more 
hours per airplane than any other organization 
in the GHQ Air Force or in the entire Air 
Corps. 








Hawaiian Department Commander's Streamer 


The 26th Attack Souadron, attached to the 
18th Pursuit Group, Wieeler Field, T.H., and 
commanded by Major G.A. McHenry, Air Corps, 
was the recipient of the Department Conmmand- 
er's Streamer for deronstrating the highest 
military efficiency during the year 1936~1937. 
The award was made by Major General C.D. 
Herron, U.S. Army, Commanding General of the 
Hawaiian Division, during an impressive cere- 
mony at Wheeler Field, T.H., on January 18th. 





TRAINING 
Ist Wing, GHQ Air Force 


Utilizing two B-18 Bombardment airplanes, 
the 88th Reconnaissance Squadron, Hamilton 
Field, Calif., made two flights, beginning 
March 14th, across the Gulf of Mexico, to 
qualify flight personnel in oelestial naviga- 
tion, this being a final test for the course 
of instruction in that phase of training. 








The 9th Bombardment Squadron of Hamilton 
Field, Calif., began bombing practice on Febru- 
ary 10, 1938. 

The lst ie moved to the Pacific Northwest, 
August 8-15, to engage in long range recon- 
naissance missions and to familiarize pepeor- 
nel with the terrain and available military 
facilities throughout the Northwest area. 
Units from March and Hamilton Fields were 
based at various localities in the Pacific 
Northwest and, in addition to reconnaissance 
missions, staged bombing demonstrations. The 
7th Bombardment Group, of Hamilton Field, 
Calif., consisting of 37 officers and 100 en- 
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listed men, utilizing 15 B-18 airplanes, was 
vJased at Felts Field, Spokane, Wash. 

The 9th Bombardment Squadron, Hamilton Field, 
Calif., conducted a unit navigation and assenb- 
ly problem over the week-end of September 2-5. 
The problem consisted of individual dead 
reckoning and celestial navigation missions to 
Randolph Field, Texas, via Bakersficld, Calif.,| 
and El Paso, Texas. | 

| 





2nd Wing, GHQ Air Force 


A B-17 Sombardment airplane of the 96th Bom | 
bardment Squadron, Langley Field, Va., with | 
full combat crew, and piloted by Captain Darr 
H, Alkire, Air Corps, accomplished on January 
5th a night navication, bombing and gunnery 
mission to Maxwell Field, Ala., and return, 
without landing et Maxwell Field. 





Tea Rosing B-17 Somhers, manned by a crew of 
35 officers and 56 enlisted men, and commanded 
by Major Vincent J. Meloy, Air Corps, landed at 
Kelly Field, Texas, on January 24th on the re- | 
turn portion of a routine training flight from | 
Langley Field, Ve., to March Field, Calif. The 
distance of approximately 1200 miles from March 
to Kelly Field was accomplished at an average 
speed of 200 miles per hour, six hours being 
required for the flight. 





Air Corps pilots of the 27th Fursuit Squad- 
ron, lst Pursuit Group, Selfridge Field, Mich., 
and led by Major Willis R. Taylor, Air Corps, | 
began on February 9th a long aerial journey | 
scheduled to take them through 16 States, dur- 
ing the course of which they were to cover 
4600 miles within one week. This flight con- 
stituted part of the regular annual training 
program reqvired of all the army's fighting air 
units. A great deal of valuable experience was 
gained by members of the Squadron during this 
flight. 





On June 12th, timseB-17 airplanes of the 2nd 
Bombardment Group, Langley Field, Va., while on 
@ routine training flight, intercepted the | 
steamship "Queen of Bermuda"! about 300 miles at | 
sea and then returned to the home airdrome. The | 
three planes were piloted by Majors Caleb V. 
at Edwin R. McReynolds and Captain A.Y. 





A flight of seven PB-2 Pursuit planes from 
the 33rd Pursuit Squadron, Langley Field, Va., 
took off on June 6th on a high altitude naviga- 
tion mission. The flight was joined by six 
planes from the 35th and 36th Pursuit Squad- 
rons. As a result of this flight, much was 
learned of the capabilities of biplane Pursuit 
at high altitudes. 

During the Fiscal Year 1937-1938, airplanes 
assigned to the 27th Pursuit Squadron, Self- 
ridge Field, Mich., were flown for a total of 
4,723 hours. 


The 36th Pursuit Squadron returned to Langley 
Field, Va. , on No r 20th, after two weeks 
of aerial gunnery training at Valparaiso, Fla. 
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On November 7th and 8th, the 20th Bombard- 
ment Squadron, 2nd Bombardment Group, Langley 
Field, Va., conducted a joint training exer- 
cise with the Navy. 

The 33rd Pursuit Squadron took off from 
Langley Field, Va., on December 5th for Valpa- 
reiso, Fla., to engage in aerial gunnery qual- 
ifications. A flight of 10 P3-2A's made the 
trip to the Florida gunnery base. 


3rd Wing, GHQ Air Force 


As their part in the tactical demonstration 
held at Barksdale Field, La., in February, 
1938, for the students of the Air Corps Tac- 
tical School, the 20th Pursuit Group of that 
station furnished nine P-26A airplanes for a 
mass gunnery demonstration. 





In October, 1918, the 90th Attack Squadron, 
Barksdale Field, La., participated in coopera- 
tive missions with ground forces. The base of 
these operations was at Fort Riley, Kansas, 
and they were conducted for the officers of 
the Command and General Staff School of Fort 
Leavenworth, Kansas. 


Fawaiian Department 


The 18th Pursuit Group of Wheeler Field, 
T.H., spent the week end of January 14th in 
the field at Haleiwa. 





On March 25th, Air Corps personnel flying in 
six airplanes of the 18th Pursuit Group, 


| Wheeler Field, T.H., dropped aerial delivery 


containers with food to a detachment of the 
2nd Battalion of the 2lst Infantry which was 
marching through rugged country, northwest of 
Puuiki. This exercise afforded valuable train- 
ing for air and ground units and demonstrated 
that food and water can be delivered by air 

to lost and marooned parties. 

Seven B-12 airplanes of the 50th Reconnais- 
sance Squadron winged their way in a north 
western direction on May 16th to Burns Field, 
Kauai, to participate in a week of maneuvers. 
The personnel on this flight consisted of 9 
officers and 34 enlisted men. Operations for 
the period consisted of reconnaissance flights 
and aerial machine gunnery practice. - 

After giving the Transport REPUBLIC, sailing 
from Honolulu on July 18th, a head start of 2 
hours, Bombardment Squadrons of the 5th Bom 
bardment Group, Luke Field, performed an in 
terception mission on the vessel and made con- 
tact with it some 285 nautical miles at sea, 
after a flight of 2 hours and 8 minutes. 

Brigadier General Barton K. Yount, Air Corps 
relieved from duty in the Hawaiian Department, 
was aboard the Transport. 

The 4th Reconnaissance Squadron, Luke Field, 
compeled an interesting instructive cooper- 
ative mission during the month of August with 
Battery A of the 15th Coast Artillery. The 


object of the mission was to service test a 
means of accurate location of targets for the 
16-inch battery located at Fort Weaver. 
V-8013, A.C. 
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On August llth, approximately 35 officers and 
men of the 23rd Bombardment Squadron, stationed 
at Hickam Field, T.F., participated in a most 
interesting navigation mission. The Squadron, 
flying five B-18 airplanes, flew 550 miles out 
to sea at an average speed of 204 miles per 
hour. It was approximately 7 hours in the air 
before landing at the home airdrome. 


During the month of August, the 72nd Bombard- 
ment Squadron completed an intensive two weeks' 
training course at Bellows Field. The training 
included ground and aerial gunnery and bombing. 

During the period August 15 to 27, the 23rd 
Bombardment Squadron conducted field training - 
at Bellows Field, Waimanalo, T.H. 

On September 29th, the Sth Bombardment Group, 
Luke Field, performed an interception mission 
on the Army Transport REPUBLIC when it was 
some 24 hours out of Honolulu. The vessel was 
intercepted at a distance of 329 miles from 
Oahu. 

Ten officers and 46 enlisted men of the 23rd 
Bombardment Squadron spent five days of train- 
ing on the auxiliary Steno at Hilo, Hawaii. . 

During the latter part of October, the 23rd 
Bombardment Squadron was engaged in flying 
tightly cooperative missions for the 64th Coast 
Artillery (Anti-aircraft). 


Panama Canal Department 


The 74th Attack Squadron, Albrook Field, 
moved to the gunnery camp at Rio Hato, Panama, 
on September 10th for two weeks of gunnery and. 
tactical operations. 





The 29th Pursuit Squadron, Albrook Field, wes'| 


encamped at the aerial gunnery base at Rio Hato 
for two weeks of gunnery and field maneuvers, 
October Srd to 17th. 

The 24th Pursuit Squadron, Albrook Field, ar- 
rived at the aerial gunnery base at Rio Hato on 
October 17th to engage in a two-week period of 
eerial gunnery practice. 

The 44th Reconnaissance Squadron, Albrook 
Field, was encemped at the aerial gunnery base 
at Rio Hato for a period of three weeks, begin- 
ning December 1st, to engage in acrial gunnery 
and field maneuvers. 


During the latter part of November and early 
part of December, the 74th Attack Squadron of 
Albrook Field was engaged in live bombing and 
gunnery practice, utilizing as targets aluminum 
slick on the surface of Panama Bay. 


Air Corps Tactical School 


About 23 airplanes and a convoy of trucks, 
carrying 38 officers and 78 enlisted men, de- 
arted from Maxwell Field, Ala., on October 
6th for Eglin Field, Valparaiso, Fla., to par- 
ticipate in serial gunnery practice over the 
week end. 





Philippine Department 





Eerly in the fall, Air Corps officers of the 
4th Composite Group at Nichols Field, P.I., 
completed aerial gunnery and bombing practice. 
Of the 14 officers participating, ten made 
qualifying scores. 

The 2nd Observation Squadron, Nichols Field, 
conducted cooperative training missions with 
the 60th Coast Artillery regiment, stationed 
at Fort Mills, P.1I., two missions being car~ 
ried out daily, involving anti-aircraft and 
machine gun training. 


' 


The 2nd Observation Squadron, Nichols Field, 
conducted its annwal 15-days' field training 
period from November 28th to December 12th, 
utilizing the Del Carmen Sugar plantation in 
~~ about 75 kilometers north of Manile, 
as the base of operations. The strength of 
the command in the field was 9 officers and 
96 enlisted men, utilizing 9 airplanes. 


Miscellaneous Air Corps Organizations 


Personnel of the lst Observation Squadron, 
Marshall Field, Fort Riley, Kansas, during the 
psriod from May 2nd to 10th, particivated in 
day and night missions in connection with the 
Cavalry School's 'Field Exercise Maneuver 
No. 1.'' Included in these activities were 
| Tecomnaissance missions; liaison missions, 
| utilizing radio and dropped messages; and 
photosraphic missions, including shots of 
troops in action and photographs of each day's 
bivouac. 








| 
| 
| 


The 22nd Observation Squadron (Corps and 
Army) stationed at Brooks Field, Texas, fur- 
nished the air observation for the Proposed 
Infantry Division Maneuvers and for the Pro- 
posed Cavalry Division Maneuvers. The pex 
sonnel of this Squadron demonstrated ability 
in locating positions, movement of troops, 
and other activities. 


| 
! 
i 


' 
{ 
wae ee 


The lst Observation Squadron, stationed at 
‘ Marshall Field, Fort Riley, Kansas, spent two 
| weeks (August 28th to September 11th) at Camp 
McCoy, Wisconsin, participating in maneuvers 
of the 14th Brigade (Reinforced). 

Flight B of the 16th Observation Squadron, 
stationed at Lawson Field, Fort Benning, Ga, 
completed on September 24th a two-veek period 
of eerial gunnery training at Ezlin Field, 
Valparaiso, Fla. Eight officers and 20 en- 
listed men, with two Field Artillery officers 
and one Medical officer atteched, participat- 
ed in this encanpment. 


Air Corps National Guard Orranizations 


The 120th Observation Squadron, Colorado 

| National Guard, conducted its anmel eacamp- 
ment at its home base, the Municipal Airport, 
Denver, Colo., from August lst to 15th. 








| The 154th Observation Squadron, Arkansas 
| National Guard, returned September 3rd from 
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Eglin Field, Valparaiso, Fla., after completing | 
ene of the mst successful field training pe- 
riods in its history. During this 10-day pe- - 
riod, practically all pilots and observers of | 
this outfit qualified in serial machine gunnery. 
The tctal flying time during this encampment 
was 363 hours and 35 minutes. All pilots were | 
afforded the opportunity of flying the North 
American 0-47A Observation plane, and they 
handled it perfectly. 


DEMONSTRATIONS AND REVIEWS 


The entire student class of the Air Corps 
Tactical School, Maxwell Field, Ala., and most 
of the instructors, attended the GHQ Air Force | 
demonstration at Barksdale Field, La., on Feb | 
ruary 5th. The demonstration was staged prin- 
cipally to give the students an idea of the use 
of the Attack, Bombardment and Pursuit arms of 
the GHQ Air Force. The students and faculty of 
the Tactical School made the trip to Barksdale 
Field by air. | 

Participating in this demonstration were four, 
B-18 Bombardment airplanes from Hamilton Field, | 
Calif., these planes returning to the home sta-| 
tion on February 7th; also three B-17 Bombard- | 
ment planes from the 96th Bombardment Squadron | 
of Langley Field, Va., and one attached from 
the 20th Bombardment Squadron from thet station, | 

| 





| 
| 
| 


which demonstrated the method of attack on an 
outlined target, using various types of bombs 
and fuzes. Organizations stationed at Barks- — 
dele Field also participated in this demonstra- | 
tion. 


On the morning of April 27th, Army planes 
from France and Albrook Fields, led by Briga- 
dier General George H. Brett, Commander of the 
19th Wing, Air Corps, flew in an aerial review 
honoring Major General David L. Stone, Panama 
Canal Department Commnder, upon his -rrival at 
Cristobal, Canal Zone, from the United States. 

On August 4th, Pursuit, Attack and Bombard- 
ment airplanes of the 19th Ying welcomed Presi- 
dent Roosevelt when he arrived in the Panara 
Canal Zone to make a tour of inspection. Tne 
entire Wing passed in review on the port beam 
of the Cruiser U.S.S. HOUSTON as she steamed 
into the Pacific entrance of the Panama Canal. | 
At 4:35 p.m, the following day, when the 
President and his party arrived at France Field 
and the nation's Chief Executive proceeded with 
his inspection, all the Air Corps troops were 
formed in front of the line of airplanes in 
Group Review formation. Brigadier General 
George H. Brett, Commander of the 19th Wing, 

s among the officials selected to accompany 
the President on automobile tours of inspec- 
tion of both the Army and Navy defense estab- 
lishments in the Cenel Zone. 


Brigadier General George C. Marshall, As- 
sistant Chief of Staff, and Major General Frank 
M. Andrews, Chief of the GHQ Air Force, while 
meking a tour of Air Corps stations, made an 
inspection of Kelly Field, Texas, on the morn- 
ing of August 17th. 


me ar 


Cadets from the United States Military Aca- 
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| their annual field exercises. 


demy, West Point, New York, witnessed on 
August 17th a bombing demonstration staged by 


| the 2nd Bombardment Group over Pliun Tree 


Island, near Langley Field. 


—a ee 


During the Nationel Air Races at Cleveland, 
Chio, September 3rd to Sth, the 27th Pursuit 


| Squadron of the lst Pursuit Group, Selfridge 


Field, Mich., flying Seversky single-seater 
Fighters, staged demonstrations of tactical 
maneuvers and formation flying. The Air Corps 
also furnished a ground exhibit of nine air- 
planes, representing one each of the standard 
modern types now utilized by the Army Air 
Corps. 

Before students of the Command and General 
Staff School of Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, Fort 
Riley, Kansas, on October 20th, was the scene 
of a demonstration by ell branches of the Arny 
Air Corps of bombing and machine gunning of 
silhouette targets. Attack, Pombardment and 


| Pursuit units of the lst and 3rd Wings of the 


GHQ Air Force participated in this demonstra- 
tion. 

The 19th Wing in the Paname Canal Depart~ 
ment staged a Review on September 7th, honor 


| ing its departing Commander, Brigadier General 


George H. Brett, Air Corps, who sailed for 


| the United States on September 9th. 


Twelve B-17 airplanes of the Second Bombard- 
ment Group took off from Langley Field, Va., 
for March Field, Calif., to participate in the 
exercises incident to the American Legion Con- 
vention, held early in September at Los 
Angeles, Calif. 

A demonstration of the use of divisional 
artillery was staged at Fort Benning, Ga, by 
the Infantry School on the afternoon of Novem 
ber 14th for the benefit of the entire class 


/ of 76 students attending the Air Corps Tactic- 


al School, Maxwell Field, Ala. 


EXERCISES AND MANEUVERS 

Tactical squadrons and groups of the Second 
Wing, GHQ Air Force, concentrated in Florida 
during the period from March 14th to 3lst for 
The area ene 
bracing central and north Florida was selected 
for the exercises. The 17th Pursuit Squadron 
of the Ist Pursuit Group, Selfridge Field, 
Mich., was based at Tampa, Fla. The Second 
Bombardment Group, with a personnel of 55 of- 
ficers, 225 enlisted men and equipment com 





| prising 9 B-17 Bombardment planes, 3 Douglas 


B-18 Bombardment planes and 2 A-17 Attack 
planes, was based at Orlando, Fla. The 8th 
Pursuit Group of Langley Field, Va., was based 
at Sarasota, Fla., end comprised 25 officers 
and 143 enlisted men, utilizing 22 PB-2 air- 
lanes. The 9th Bombardment Group of Mitchel 

ield, N.Y., comprising 37 officers and 210 
enlisted men, with 21 B-10B Bombardment planes, 
was based at Lakeland, Fla. 

One of the prime objects of the Field Exer- 
cises was to test the new aircraft with which 
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the Wing was equipped. In addition to the 
ara of supply, maintenance and repair, an 
tensive study was made of the comparative 

erformance of new and old‘aircreft. The Bon 
ark sir and Pursuit planes were tested at all 
altitudes and under all possible conditions, 
and much useful infommtion was acquired for 
future reference. At the conclusion of the 
Exercises, it was the concensus of opinion that 
much had been accomplished to benefit the Sec- 
ond Wing with respect to the development of the 
air defense of this country. 

During the month of March, the 5th Bombard- 
ment Group, Hawaiian rtment, participated 
in joint maneuvers with the U.S. Navy. con- 
siderable amount of veluable information was 
gained in connection with the problems inherent 
in the defense mission in the iian Islands. 

May 18th saw the completion of the GHQ Air 
Force Maneuvers on the East Coast, during the 
course of which 19 temporary air bases were 
utilized. The tactical situation assumed was 
that of defending the northeastern section of 
the United States from attack by a "coalition 
of Asiatic and ean Powers.'' Statistics 
disclosed that 2,285 plane hours were flown in 
actual operations, involving 340,254 miles. 

Three Provisional Transport Squadrons were 
utilized in transporting officers and men to 
the various airdromes where the Air Corps units 
were based during the Maneuvers. The three 
Wing Commanders with their respective staffs 
reached the maneuver area on May 3rd. 

The Heaiquarters of the lst Wing, commanded 
by Brigadier General Delos C. Emmons, was set 
up at New Haven, Conn.; the Headquarters of the 
end Wing, commended by Brigadier General Arnold 
N. Krogstad, was based at Middletown, Pa., and 
Mitchel Field, N.Y., was the base of operations 
of the 3rd Wing, commanded by Brigadier General 
Frederick L. Martin. 

During the course of the two weeks of Maneuv- 
ers, Major General Frank M. Andrews, Commanding 
General of the GHQ Air Force, and his staff, 

d for the extensive tests of new port- 
able field equipment. 

One of the interesting incidents in connec- 
tion with the Maneuvers was the reconnaissance 
flight of three B~17 'Flying Fortresses'' 750 
miles out to sea to find the entirely friendly 
Italian liner REX. The pilots on this mission 





were Major Caleb V. Ss, tains Cornelius 
Cousland and Archibald Y. Smith. Handi ed by 
line squalls and wind shifts, the pilots never- 
theless navigated accurately, and after four 
hours of flying sighted the steamer. Circling 
the vessel, much to the surprise of the passen- 
gers and crew aboard it, the airmen then return- 
ed to Mitchel Field on schedule, despite ad- 
verse weather conditions. . 

Second in interest to the long e recon- 
naissance flight was the 'blackout'' of Farming- 
dale, L.I., New York. The officials and resi- 
dents of this community responded to this air 
reid drill with enthusiastic cooperation. 

Joint Anti-aircraft-Air Corps Field Exercises 
were held during the period October 3-17, 1938, 





at Fort Bragg, N.C., and its vicinity, the Air 





<i 


Corps organizations participating being the 
33rd and 36th Pursuit Squadrons, Hgrs. and 
Hqrs. Squadron of the 8th Pursuit Group, the 
2nd Wing Headquarters, and the 2nd Bo dment 
Group, all of Langley Field, Va.; the 27th 
Pursuit Squadron, lst Pursuit Group, of Self- 
ridge Field, Mich.; the 9th Bombardment Group, 
Mitchel Field, N.Y., and the 18th Reconnais~ 
sance Squadron of that station; one Attack 
Squadron of the 3rd Wing, Barksdale Field, La. 
and one Bombardment Squadron of the lst Wing, 
March Field, Calif. 

The exercise involved the concentration of 
a large percentage of the Regular Amy anti- 
aircraft artillery in the United States. 

In addition to the heavy concentrations of 
anti-aircraft and Air Corps defense . 
civilian aid was enlisted on a large scale in 
the installation of an extensive aircraft wern 
ing net encircling Fort Bragg with a radius 
reaching to the North Carolina coast. The 
general function of the warning net was to 
warn the defended area of the approach of any 
hostile aircraft in order to provide for in- 
terception by defending Pursuit aviation and 
immediate defensive action by the anti-air- 
craft artillery. 

The work during this period was very intensc 
for both flying and ground personnel. 
missions were executed day and night at high 
altitudes. 

Squadrons of the 5th Bombardment Group in 
the Hawaiian Department participated in the 
joint anti-aircraft-Air aoe exercises held 
in that Department from November 5 to 16,1938. 


CHANGES IN ORGANIZATIONS AND STATIONS 


War tment orders were issued on Jamar: 
20th, transferring the 3lst Bombardment Squad- 
ron from Hamilton Field, Calif., to the 
Hawaiian Department. 

The 3lst Bombardment Squadron, from Hamiltor 
Field, Calif., arrived in Honolulu on Februar. 
23rd, and was assigned to station at the new 
Hickam Field. 





The designation of several squadrons sta- 
tioned in the Hawaiian Department was changed. 
effective February 28th. The 4th Observation 
Squadron was renamed the 4th Reconnaissance 
Squadron, and the 65th Service Squadron was 
redesignated as Base Headquarters and 17th Air 
Base Squadron. 


On March 1, 1938, the 75th Service Squadron 
at Wheeler Field, T.H., was redesignated as 
the Base Headquarters and 18th Air Base Squad- 
ron. 


me 


During the month of April, the 72nd Bombard- 
ment Squadron was moved from Luke Field, T.-H, 
to the new Hickam Field. 

On June 15th, work was started incident jo 
the exchange of stations between the 28th 
Bombardment and the 3rd Pursuit Squadrons in 
the Philippines. The 28th Bombardment Squad- 
ron was transferred from Nichols Field to 
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Clark Field, and the 3rd Pursuit Squadron from 
+he Lutter field was transferred to Nichols 
Field. 


FLOOD FELIEF OPERATIONS 


During the disastrous flood in Southern Cali- 
fornia the first week in March, Air Corps per- 
sonnel from March Field, Riverside,. Calif., 
aided in rescue work and performed various other 
missions to help relieve the situation. Under 
the direction of Brigadier General Delos C. 
Emmons, lst Wing Commender, the 38th Reconnais- 
sance Squadron photographed inundated areas; 
the 17th Attack “Group . constantly flew over 
the flooded sections, directing and facilitat- 
ing the rescue work by means of radio conmuni- 
cation, dropped food to people in marooned com- 
munities and towns and acted as a news agency 
in the dissemination of actual and wexaggerat- 
ed reports of conditions, in addition to as- 
sisting the direction of outside help. During 
the period from March 3rd to 15th, the 17th 
Attack Group, under the command of Major 
Carlyle H. Wash, Air Corps, conducted 37 mis- 
sions, involving a total flying time of 51 
hours and 40 minutes. Of these, 14 missions 
were flown to locate marooned people; 4 to 
locate washed out roads; 8 to locate destroyed 
bridges; 6 to check the condition of dems; 2 
to check broken power lines; 2 to drop food to 
marooned people, and one liaison mission to Los 
Angeles, Calif. 

From April 8th to llth, heavy rains in the 
vicinity of Maxwell Field, Ala., caused the 
Alabama, Coosa and Tallapoosa Rivers to go ona 
rampage and to cause considerable damage to the 
section between Maxwell Field and the coast. 
Several portions of Maxwell Field were flooded, 
necessitating the removal of ammunition and 
other supplies to higher ground. 


TORNADO RESCUE YORK 


On March 15th, a tornado having laid waste to 
an area of eight blocks of the City of Belle- 
ville, Ill., Air Corps personnel from Scott 
Field, Ill., were promptly dispatched to the 
scene of the disaster, where they aided in res- 
cue work, and ii guard duty to prevent 
looting until the arrival of National Guard 
troops. 





AERIAL PEOTOGRAPHIC ACTIVITIES 


Photographic personnel of the Air Corps Ad- 
vanced Flying School, Kelly Field, Texas, began 
on January 18th e project involving the mosaic 
i of an area of approximately 950 square 
miles around Fort Clark, Texas. This mapping 
one for the use of the lst Brigade at Fort 





During the period April 9th to 13th, photo- 
graphic personnel at Maxwell Field, Ala., per- 
formed almost continuous photographic missions 
for the Corps of Engineers, relief agencies and 
the press, during which approximately 1200 
square miles of river basins were photographed 
with two miti-lens cameras. ; 


-10- 





| 
' 


| 


| craft. 


Army airmen in the Philippines took a number 
of interesting photographs of Mt. Mayon, the 
world's most perfect volcano, which started in 
eruption on June 4th, after ten years of inac- 
tivity. Thousands of natives were forced to 
flee from their homes as a result of the enor- 


| mous lava flow from this volcano. 


Photographic work wes completed in August 
for a mosaic, embracing 3500 square miles, by 
the lst Observation Squadron, stationed at 
Marshall Field, Fort Riley, Kansas. This work 
was done for the Command and General Staff 
School, Fort Leavenworth, Kansas. 


ERRANDS OF MERCY, SEARCH MISSIONS, ETC. 


Six airplanes of the 28th Bombardment Squad- 
ron, Clark Field, P.I., participated in a 
search for the 'Hawaii Clipper'' reported miss- 
ing on July 28th. The search was carried out 
for four days, in cooperation with Navy air- 
Planes from the 4th Composite Group 
covered approximately 127,000 square miles 
without mishap. No trace was found of the 
"Clipper.'! 





On the afternoon of December 28th, an aerial 
search was initiated for a Navel officer re- 
ported overdue at Coco Solo, enroute from 
David, Republic of Panama. Advice being later 
received that the officer had effected a forc- 
ed landing at an auxiliary landing field near 
the town of La Mesa, two A-17 plenes, flown by 


| Lieuts. Clark and Gent, were dispatched to 


that field, accompanied by Lieut. Colonel W.S. 
Woolford, Medicel Corps, Flight Surgeon. 

The injured officer was taken care of and re- 
turned to his home station. 


RADIO BROADCASTS FROM AIRPLANES 


A successful radio broadcast from the 
Lockheed XC-35 substratosphere airplane was ac- 
complished on January 22nd by Major Carl F. 
Greene and Lieut. E.H. Beebe, Air Corps, the 
plane being piloted by Lieut. L.F. Horman, Air 





Corps, and the broadcast being made while fly- 
| ing at an altitude of 21,000 feet over Chicago, 





' comfortable flights between 


Ill. 

On April 3rd, in cooperation with the Naiion- 
al Broadcasting Company, a radio broadcast was 
conducted in honor of Army Day. One broadcast 
was from the XB-15 airplane flying over New 
York City, with Major General Oscar Westover, 
Chief of the Air Corps, at the microphone, and 
the other was from the Air Corps substratos- 
phere airplane, flying at an altitude of 
33,000 feet over New York City, with Major 
Cerl F. Greene, Air Corps, at the microphone. 
The latter flight happened to be a record one 
for the substratosphere airplane which, of 
course, is not built to accomplish altitude 
records but to serve as an experiwental labo- 
ratory for the study of the praciicability of 

50.000 and 40,000 
feet altitude. 
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NEW CONSTRUCTION AT ATR CORPS POSTS 


The theater at Hemilton Field, Calif., a 
beautifully constructed and decorated building, 
was Officially dedicated on April 7th by Colo- 
nel Horace F. Sykes, Adjutant Generel of the 
9th Corps Area, and Lieut. Colonel C.W. Russell, 
Commanding Officer of Hamilton Field. 


te 





Work started on July 27th at Kelly Field, 
Texas, on a construction project, costing 
$520,000, involving 8 sets of officers' quar- 
ters and 9 double sets of noncommissioned offi- 
cers quarters. 


CELEBRATION OF ARMY DAY 


On Army Day, April 6th, at Langley Field, Vae., 
various types of airplanes of the Second Wing 
were parked at various localities to enable 
visitors to inspect them. At one o'clock one 
squadron each of Pursuit planes; 'Flying Fort- 
resses'', B-18's and Observation planes were 
flown in the vicinity of the Peninsula on tac- 
tical missions to enable residents of nearby 
cities and towns to see them in action. 

At Chamite Field, Pantoul, Ill., thousands 
of citizens of surrounding communities visited 
the field to inspect the activities of the Air 
Corps Technical School. 

At Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio, by virtue of 
an invitation issued through the Dayton news- 
papers, thousands of visitors took advantage 
of the 'Open House'' at that Air Corps activity 
in connection with the celebration of Amy 
Day. The Army Aeronauticel Museum was thrown 
open to the public, and a hangar was devoted 
to an exhibition of new types of Army aircraft. 
pig $e the rainy weather, a crowd,estimated 
at between 5,000 and 6,000 persons, wes pres- 
ent at the field. <A flying exhibition was 
attempted, but it was necessary to curtail it 
due to the unfavorable weather. 

Students of the Air Corps Advanced Flying 
School, Kelly Field, Texas, attended on Amy 
Day a demonstration by the Second Division at 
Fort Sam Houston, Texas. In the afternoon a 
program was staged at Kelly Field to which the 
ublic was invited. This program included an 
inspection of the airplanes on the line, blind 
landing demonstrations, student flying by the 
Pursuit and Attack Sections, inspection of the 
miniature range, a Link Trainer demonstration, 
and a description over a public address system 
of the airplanes displayed, as well as a de- 
scription of the blind landing method while 
this demonstration was in progress. 


AIR CORPS EXHIBITS 


At the International Air Show at Chicago, 
Tll., January 28th to February 6th, the Army 
Air Corps, allotted a space of roximately 
5,000 square feet in the exposition building, 
exhibited the latest type of Curtiss Attack and 
Seversky Pursuit airplanes, also the Kellett 
Autogiro, various sizes of bombs, a sectional- 
ized Pratt & Whitney aircraft engine alongside 
the original Wright Brothers' 4-cylinder en- 
gine, a 3-bladed propeller, the 9-lens aerial 
camera, and two t arency cabinets present- 
ing the newest types of military airplanes, 
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|. At the 28th Annual Orange Show at San 3er- 

| mardino, Calif., held for a 10-day period end- 
ing March 27th, the Army Air Corps for the 
first time arranged an aeronautical exhibit. 
This consisted of airplane engines, parachute 
and photographic equipment, airplane instru- 
ments, bombs and Ordnance equipment. The Shor 
drew an attendance of more than 200,000 people 
and more than 20,000 people inscribed their 
names in the register at the aeronautical ex- 
hibit. 


CONFERENCES, REUNIONS, DEMONSTRATIONS, ETC. 


The first National Aviation Planning Confer- 
ence was held at Cleveland, Ohio, on Jamary 
llth. Major General Oscar Westover, Chief of 
| the Air Corps, was one of the principal speak- 
‘ ers at this conference. 








| 

| Some 2500 members of the Southern Californi: 

| Army Ordnance Reserve Association and their 

| families visited March Field, Calif., on Marci 

20th, where they were welcomed by Brigadier 

| Generel Delos C. Emmons, 1st Wing Commander. 

| Speeches were made by various officials, and 

| the demonstrations during the day included 

| anti-aircreft gun drills by a detachment of 

| the 63rd Coast Artillery; an attack by Attack 
| type airplenes; the loading of various types 
| of bombs; dropping of bombs and curtains of 

| water representing chemicals; firing of field 
guns of various types and the loading of 
Bombardment airplanes. All types of weapons 
and military equipment were on display. 

| Luncheon was provided for all visitors at 

| the various squadron messes and the Officers' 
Club, following which Army Ordnance pictures 

were shown at the Post Theater. 


Army and Navy flying personnel in the Panam 
Canal Department fittingly commemorated the 
Silver Anniversary on April 27th of the first 
airplane flight over the Panama Canal, which 
was made by one of the pioneer aviators, 
Robert Fowler, when, flying a hydroplane, he 
covered the distance of 35 miles between the 
two oceans in 57 mimutes. Six Army Bombers 
convoyed an airplane of the Pan American Air 
ways from Albrook Field to France Field. 
| National Air Mail Week, May 15th to 2lst, 
| was fittingly observed at various Air Corps 
| fields and stations. 





On June 27th, more than 12,000 residents of 
Denver, Colo., and vicinity, took advantage oi 
Lowry Field's first 'Open House"’ to see how 
the Air Corps lives and to view the equipment 
used in teaching the students the subjects of 


armament and photography. 


The remaining members of the 50th Aero Squad- 
ron, A.E.F., which organization found the Lost 
Battalion during the World War, staged their 
annual reunion for the first time in Washing- 
ton, D.C., from September 3rd to 6th. This 
is the only World War outfit with a contimuou: 
record of reunions. 
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GOOD WILL FLIGHTS 


Flying the flags of Chile, Argentina, Peru | 
and the United States from their cockpits, six | 
3-17 Bombers of the 1938 Good Will Flight to | 
Buenos Aires, Argentina, under the command of | 
Lieut. Colonel Robert Olds, Commanding the 2nd | 
Bombardment Group, GHQ Air Force, taxied onto 
the landing mat at Langley Field, Va., at 5:00 
p-m on February 27th. 

The flight tok off on the trip to the capital | 
of Argentina on the morning of February 15th, | 
and reached the airport at Miami, Fla., 5 hours | 
and 45 mimutes later. Shortly before 1:00 a.m.,| 
February 16th, the flight again took the air 
and, after covering a distance of 1100 miles, 
assembled over Colon, Panama. Faced with unfa- | 
vorable weather conditions which were reported | 
at the equator, it was mivertheless decided to | 
continue the journey southward for the remain- | 
der of the flight to Lim, Peru, part of which, | 
about 300 miles, was made above an equatorial 
storm at an altitude of approximately 23,000 ft.' 
Lima was reached at 4:25 p»m The six planes | 
made the record non-stop flight of 2695 miles 
in 15 hours and 32 minutes. 

At 11:05 p»m, February 16th, five of the 
B-17's took off for Buenos Aires, Major Meloy, 
piloting the sixth plane, being delayed at Lim | 
due to a defective propeller. The flight land- | 
ed at the Buenos Aires airport in slightly more | 
than 12 hours after leaving Lima. At one stage | 
of this flight, the Army airmen flew at an al- | 
titude of 21,000 feet. | 

Major Meloy, leaving Lima 7 hours and 15 min- | 
utes following the departure of his companions, | 
and after an all-night job on the defective | 
propeller, lerded at the field at Buenos Aires 
aft r a flight of 11 hours and 5 mimtes, he 
having taken off from Lima at 6:20 a.m, Febru- | 
ary 17th. 

While at Buenos Aires, the Army airmen parti- 
Cipated in the inaugural ceremonies for the new 
President of the Argentine Republic. Five of | 
the airplanes departed on the homeward- bound 
journey on the morning of February 22nd, at 
7:10 o'clock, Captain A.Y. Gmith, piloting one | 
of the planes, being delayed at the airport 
five hours due to a mishap to one of the land- 
ing wheels. The five planes lanied at Santiaro, 
Chile, at 12:05 p.m. The next morning, at &:00 | 
o'clock, they took off, and landed at Lima at 
5:05 p.m Here Captain Smith joined the flight, 
he being further delayed by engine trouble. 

On February 25th, the flight took off for 
Panama and landed at Albrook Field after a 9- 
hour flight. At 6:00 a.m, February 27th, the 
flight took off from Panama for the final leg 
of the homeward-bound journey and reached 
Langley Field in 10 hours and 45 minutes. 
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The 19th Wing, Air Corps, Panama Canal De- 
partment, under the command of Brigadier Gener- 
al George H. Brett, departed from Albrook and 
France Fields on February 7, 1938, on an ex- 
tended navigation and Wing concentration flight 
to Guatemala City, Guatemala. A total of 80 
officers and 70 enlisted men mde this flight 
in various types of airplanes. ture from 
Guatemala City was effected on February 11th 
and, after an overnight stop at San Jose, Costa 


| sonnel and civilians of the Colombian capital 


: during the year 1938 were the following: 


| ary gnd by a flight of 13 B-18 airplanes, un- 
' der the command of Colonel Harvey S. Burwell, 


| Calif., to Barksdale Field, La. 








airplanes participating in the flight had land- 


' ed at the home stations. 


The second Good Will flight during 1938 of 


Army airplanes to a South American Republic to 


represent the United States at the inauguration 
ceremonies of a President-Elect, terminated 


| successfully at Langley Field, Va. = the point 


from which it started - on the afternoon of 
August 12th. Three 8-17 airplanes participat- 
ing in this flight, led by Major Vincent Jd. 
Meloy, Air Corps, negotiated the long overland 
and water journey to Bogota, Colombia, and re- 
turn without incident. The two other 3-17 
planes in this flight were piloted by Majors 
Harold L. George and Caleb V. Haynes. 

The flight took off from Langley Field at 
9:00 a.m, August Srd, and landed at the Miami 
Municipal Airport at 2:35 p.m., covering 850 
miles in about 55 hours. Taking off from 
Miami at 3:00 a.m, August 5th, the Army ai 
men landed at the airport at Bogota about 65 
hours later. 

The visitors were the guests of the 
Colombian government during their stay at 
Bogota and, in addition to attending the in- 
augural ceremonies for the President-Elect, 
they were special guests at a number of recep- 
tions tendered in their honor by military per- 


and by the American Ambassador. 

The return flight to Langley Field was start- 
ed at 9:15 a.m, August 9th, and France Field, 
Panama Canal Zone, a distance of 680 miles, 
was reached in 3 hours and 17 minutes. Taking 
off from the Canal Zone at 8:30 a.m, August 
llth, the airport at Miami, Fle., was reached 
at 2:45 p.m The flight departed from Miami 
at 9:30 a.m, August 12th, and landed at 


LONG-DISTANCE FLIGHTS 
Among some of the long-distance flights made 


Randolph Field, Texas, was visited on Febru- 





Air Corps, which was enroute from March Field, 


On April 22nd, Lieut. Colonel Robert Olds, 
with a crew of 3 officers and 5 enlisted men, 
in a B-17 airplane, establashed a record 
flight from the West Coast to Langley Field, 
Va., the flying time being 10 hours and 45 
minutes, thus bettering by 16 minutes his pre- 
vious record for this same flight which was 
established in February. The flying time on 
the westward journey to March Field was 12 
hours and 27 minutes, and eclipsed the previ- 
ous record by one hour. 

Piloting an A-17 Attack airplane, Major 
General Oscar Westover, Chief of the Air 
Corps, accompanied by Staff Sergeant Samel 
Hymes, crew chief, took off on May 13th from 
Brownsville, Texas, for Panama, via Wera Cruz, 
Mexico, and Guatemsla City, Guatemala. The 
purpose of General Westover's flight to Panama 








Rica, by 3:30 pom, February llth, all of the 
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was to inspect Air Corps activities in the 
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Canal Zone. General Westover landed at Albrook 
Field on the morning of May 15th, and,after re- 
maining in the Canal Zone for the — of a 
week, he took off on May 22nd for the return 
flight, following the same route as on the 
southbound journey. He reached Washington, 
D.C., on May 25th. 

Ten B-10 airplanes of the 6th Bombardment ~ 
Group, stationed at France Field, Panama Canal 
Zone, were flown to San Salvador, Salvador, and 
return, by way of San Jose, Costa Rica. The 
flight, which took off on April 19th, was led 
by Lieut. Colonel George E. Lovell, Jr., Air 
Corps, and consisted of 20 officers and 20 en- 
listed men. The American airmen were cordially 
received and entertained by high officials at 
the capital cities of both of these Central 
American Republics. 

Flying a new Seversky P-35 Pursuit plane, 
lst Lieut. Harold L. Neely, Air Corps, on July 
28th, flew across the American continent at a 
speed of approximately 278 miles per hour, his 
total elapsed time being 11 hours and 29 min- 
utes. Stops for refueling were made at Salt 
Lake City, Omeha and Cleveland, for a total 
time of one hour and 35 mimtes, thus making 
Lieut. Neely's flying time across the continent 
9 hours and 54 minutes. 

Prevailing winds aided the speed record of a 
B-18 Bomber on the first transcontinental non- 
stop flight ever made in a craft of this type. 
Taking off from Hamilton Field, Calif., on 
August 19th, the plane, piloted by lst Lieut. 
John G. Armstrong, of the llth Bombardment 
Squadron, Hamilton Field, Calif., landed at 
Mitchel Field, N.Y¥., 15 hours and 38 mimutes 
later. The distance traveled was 2570 miles. 

Lieut. Colonel Falph H. Wooten, Air Corps, 
detailed as Air Attache to Bolivia and Chile, 
left Bolling Field, D.C., on August 16th in an 
A-17 Attack plene for his new post of duty. 
Flying vie Brownsville, Texas; Guatemla City, 
Guatemala; Albrook Field, Panama Canal Zone}; 
Cali, Colombia; Cuayagquil, Ecuador; Talura and 
Lima, Peru, and Antofagasta, Chile, he arrived 
at Santiago, Chile, on August 28th. 

Major General Henry H. Arnold, Chief of the 
Air Corps, arrived at Hamilton Field, Calif., 
by plane, from Washington, D.C., on December 
7th, for the purpose of making an inspection 
of that air base and the Air —— at Sacra- 
mento, Calif. On his return trip to Washington 
he visited the Air Corps Primary Flying School 
at Randolph Field, Texas, December 10th, and 
made a formal inspection of that School. 


ROUND THE WORLD FLIGHT BY HOWARD HUGHES. 


Through his remarkable achievement of encir- 
oor, 8 globe eng covering a distance of 

14, miles in 914 flying hours, Howard Hughes, 
America's No. 1 Svortsman Pilot, demonstrated 
Once more the supremacy of the United States 

in aviation. Hughes took off from the Floyd 
Bennett Airport et 6:20 p.m, July 10th, and on 
the afternoon of July 14th, at 1:34 o'clock, the 
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wheels of his special Lockheed monoplane roll- 
ed to a stop at this same airport. 

Hughes reached Paris, France, on Monday, 
July lith, at 10:55 a.m, crossing the Atlan- 
tic and covering a distance of 3641 miles in 
16 hours and 35 mimutes. The next leg of the 
flight to Moscow, U.S.S.R., a distance of 1675 
miles, was covered in 7 hours and 49 mimutes. 
Omsk; U.S.S.R., 1380 miles distant, was reash 
ed in 7 hours and 35 mimutes, and Yakutsk, 
Siberia, 2177 miles distant, in 10 hours and 
31 mimutes. The next and longest leg of the 
entire flight, involving a distance of 2456 
| miles to Fairbanks, Alaska, was covered in 12 
hours and 17 minutes. The flight to Minnea- 

lis, Minn., 2441 miles distant, required 12 

ours and one minute, and the 1054-mile lap 
to Floyd Bennett Field was negotiated in 4 
hours and 23 minutes. 

Major General Oscar Westover, Chief of the 
Air Corps, made a special flight to New York 
to extend in person his hearty congratulation: 
to the globe-encircling airman for this 

ochal feat. Messages of congratulation wer« 

red to Hughes by Brigadier General EH. 
Arnold, Assistant to Chief of the Air Corps, 
and by Major Lowell H. Smith, Air Corps, who 
was the leader of the Army Air Corps Around- 
the-World Flight in 1924. 

Associated with Mr. Hughes on this flight 
was lst Lieut. Thomas L. Thurlow, Air Corps, 
stationed at the Air Corps Materiel Division, 
Wright Field, Deyton, Ohio, who served as one 
of the two navigators on this record flight. 





The flight-testing of the new XB-15 Bombard- 
ment airplane commenced the latter part of 
February at Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio, with 
Major S.M. Umstead and Lieut. L.F. Harman at 
the controls. Preceding this flight test, th« 

huge airplane underwent a thorough inspection 
| by Materiel Division engineers. This four- 
| engined formidable n of the air was de- 
| livered to the 2nd dment Group at Lang- 

ley Field, Va., on August 6th, being piloted 
by Lieut. Colonel Rober’ Olds, commanding tha’ 
| Group. 





| 
| DROPPING FOOD FROM PLANE TO CAVALRY DETACHMEN: 


| During a period of four days, beginning on 
April 14th, tests were conducted in the Big 
| Bend District of Texas, in the vicinity of 
| Balmorhea, with respect to the practicability 
of utilizing an airplane to drop food for per~ 
sonnel and grain for animals. A detachment o/ 
troops in the field, the first platoon of 
Troop A, 30th Cavalry, consisting of 30 men 
and 3O horses, was assumed to be completely 
isolated in a mountainous region where it was 
impossible for an airplane to land. It was 
necessary for more than 1,000 pounds of sup- 
plies to be dropped daily from a B-10 Bomber. 
All of the supplies, except hay and wood, 
were dropped in special containers supported 
by individual utes. The plane was flown 
at an altitude of 400 feet, and all but three 
out of 20 bundles ed from the plane land- 
ed within 300 yards of a panel which was laid 
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out, according to a report covering the test on Bay, Republic of Panema, to transport medicine 


the first day. 
was highly satisfactory, adding that only tw | 
eggs were cracked out of four dozen delivered. | 


A N= CRASH RESCUE BOAT 
The P-ll1, intended for use in the Hawaiian 
Islands as a sea~going crash rescue boat, was 





The report stated that the test to a civilian who wes seriously ill. 


ARMY PLANE FLIES ALMOST SIX MILES A MINUIE 
On October 26th, Lieut. Benjamin S. Kelsey, 





‘Air Corps, flew a new Army Pursuit plane from 
\Dayton, Ohio, to Buffalo, New York, at an 
javerage speed of 350 miles per hour. 


Lieut. 


launched at Greenport, L.I., New York, on March Kelsey stated that this was a record for an 
18th, the ceremony being witnessed by over 300 Army Air Corps plane. 


persons. This vessel, reported to have a speed | 
of 32 knots per hour, is 72 feet long, thorough- 
ly streamlined, end powered with two Capitol | 
P-12 engines converted for marine use. | 


aan | 
STANDARDIZATION OF AERONAUTICAL SPHCIFICAT IONS | 


For the purpose of obtaining the standardiza- | 
tion of aeronautical specifications between the | 
Army and the Nevy, a new Army-Navy Aeronautical , 
Specification Unit was established at the Air | 
Corps Materiel Division at Wright Field, Dayton, 
Ohio, the administrative control thereof being | 
vested in the Chief of the Materiel Division | 
and the executive control in the permanent 
working committee of the Aeronautical Board in | 
Washington, D.C. 





NEY METEOD OF TESTING LIQUIDS 


The Materiel Division, Wright Field, Ohio, 
installed in its material laberatory a new 
supercentrifuge, in which from 30,000 to 
40,000 revolutions per minute can be obtained - | 
ten times the speed of the usual centrifuge. 
Used for the clarification of viscous liquids, 
tests can be completed in about twenty minutes 
with this laboratory model which would ordina- 
rily would take a day. 


AVIATION TRATNING FOR WEST POINT CADETS 
During the period from June 18th to July 9th, | 
456 West Point cadets of the Class of 1939, re-, 
ceived a practical test of the way the Army : 
Air Forces are employed at Mitchel Field, N.Y. 
The cadets displeyed a keen interest in mili- | 
tary aviation. 


PERFECT RECORD FOR BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON 


The 3lst Bombardment Squadron at Hickam 
Field, T.H., accomplished what is believed to 
be a record when it finished the Fiscal Year 
1923 without an aircreft accident of any 
nature. 








EXCHANGE OF AIRPLANES 


| 
| 
A total of 25 Boeing P-12 airplenes, assigned | 
to the Air Corps Tactical School at Maxwell 
Field, Ala., was trensferred in June to the Air| 
Corps Advance’ Flying School at Kelly Field, | 
| 

| 





Texas. These planes were replaced at Maxwell 
Field with 14 P-6's. 


AN ERRAND OF MERCY 
On April 20th, Lieut. T.J. Meyer, Air Corps, 
made a 150-mile flight in a Douglas Amphibian 
from Albrook Field, Panama Canal Zone, to Penas 
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' $14,433,196. 88 for 98 ai 


NAMING OF FIELD AT FORT LEWIS, WAS. 


Announcement was made by the War Department 
under date of April 12, 1938, that the Air 
Corps flying field at Fort Lewis, Wash., hed 
been named "Gray Field,"’ in memory of Captain 
Hawthorne C. Gray, Army aeronaut, who lost his 
life during a free balloon flight from Scott 
Field, Ill., on November 4, 1927. 


CONTRACTS FOR AIRPLANES AND ENGINES 


During the calendar year 1938, the award of 
contracts for airplanes and engines were an- 
nounced by the War Department on the dates 
indicated, viz: ) 

January 4. To the United Aircraft Corpora- 
tion in the amount of $318,521.67, covering 
the purchase of spare parts for 315 Model 








1 R-1330-13 engines, these spare parts being 
| procured for the engines now serving as power 
; plants in P-26A airplanes. 


Also a contract 
to the above company for 142 Model R-1340-47 


| engines and spare parts for installation in 


C~l airplanes constructed at the plant of the 
North American Aviation Corporation, Inglewood. 


' Calif., at a total cost of $866,800.59. 


March 25. To the Douglas Aircraft Company, 
Inc., for the procurement of spare parts for 
the Northrop Attack airplane in the total 
amount of $210,741. 71. 


May 21. To the Bell Aircraft Company, 


| Buffalo, N.Y., for 13 YFM-1 Fighter planes at 


a total cost, including spares, of $3,168,265. 
July 1. Contracts totalling the swum of 
lanes and extensive 
Air Corps equipment. Included in these con- 
tracts was one covering the purchase of 13 
additional "Flying Fortresses'' (B-17's) at a 
total cost of $3,174,802.05; 78 additional 
B-18A Bombardment plares at a cost of 
$5, 703,287.64; 7 YA-19 Attack airplanes at a 
total cost of $297,180; four large engine 
contracts, totalling $2,573, 286.65, for 276 
of different types. Other contracts were for 
propellers, trucks, trailers, instruments, 
cameras and various other accessories. 
December 9. To North American Aviation, Inc., 
Inglewood, Calif., for the construction of 74 
0-47B Observation airplanes and spare parts 
therefor at a cost of $2,346,128.14; fifty 
of these airplanes being procured for National 
Guard Air Corps organizations and the remain- 
ing 24 for units of the Air Corps, Regular 


Arny. 
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DEATH OF GENERAL WESTOVER AND HIS MECHANIC 


Tuesday afternoon, September 27th, at the 
Arlington National Cemetery, marked the final 
rites, with full military honors, for the late 
Major Generel Oscar Westover, Chief of the Air 
Corps, who with his mechanic, Technical Ser- 
geant Samuel Hymes, were killed in an airplane 
accident at Burbank, Calif.,.on September 2lst. 
More than 500 persons were present at the ceme- 
tery on this sad and solem occasion to pay 
by or last respects to the deceased Air Corps 

e . 

The funeral at Arlington National Cemetery 

of Technical Sergeant Hymes took place the 


preceding day. 











NEW RECRUITS FOR SELFRIDGE FIELD 


The Selfridge Field Correspondent states that 
if and when the Army expansion program becomes 
a law, it is anticipated at that field that a 
large number of additional recruits will be re- 
ceived. ‘Preliminary arrangements are being 
mede,'' he says, "for the housing and feeding of | 
these additional.men, together with their train- 
ing as technical men. No definite word has 
been received as to the number of this increas- 
ed allotment, so therefore no information is 
available as to the method whereby this expan- 
sion will take place. Should there be an ex- 
pansion, the people of this locality will again 
witness recruits in large bodies going thru 
their preliminary instruction in ‘squads right’ 
etc., the basic training of all soldiers. 

‘The type of recruits received in the last 
few years at Selfridge Field is very high. The 
greater percentage of them are high school 
graduates, and some with college education. 
They are invariably from fine American families | 
and poneses high ideals of character and citi- | 
zenship. They are anxious to learn and eventu- | 
ally become excellent airplane mechanics or | 
other technical men. The high percentage of 
reenlistments of these men indicates that it is 
not entirely an economic reason why they are in 
the Army, but because they enjoy the facilities 
effered by the Service. Because of their high 
personal characteristics, it is frequently dif- 
ficult to select one man from a group for pro- 
motion. A great number of our recent recruits | 
are from neighboring towns and cities. This is 
porsteuleriy advantageous to the morale of 

elfridge Field, because these boys are privi- 
leged to visit their homes during week ends and 
holidays. The Army is, indeed, fortunate in 
ebtaining the services of these fine young men. 

"It is hoped that should the expansion take 
place and mre recruits are assigned to Self- 
ridge Field, that the local youths will take 
advantage of the ortunity to become members 
cs ig military ts stationed at Selfridge 

e . 
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Major George C. Kenney, Air Corps, was reliev- 
ed from duty with the 97th Observation Squadron 
at Mitchel Field, N.Y., and assigned to duty at 
Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio. 
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FAMILTON FIELD OFFICERS COMPLETE GROUND 
COURSE IN CELESTIAL NAVIGATION. 


The 88th Reconnaissance Squadron, Hamilton 
Field, Calif., completed a ground course in 
celestial navigation in February, 1939, under 
the instruction of 2nd Lieut. G.E. Pierce, 
Air Corps. A total of 13 officers took the 
course, consuming 60 hours in lectures and 
ground practice during a period of four 
weeks. 

The Squadron is now flying actual navigation 
missions, and it is. expected that all students 
will be qualified navigators in a short time. 
At that time, says the News Letter Correspon- 
dent, twenty of ‘the twenty-one officers in 
the Squadron will be rated Celestial Naviga- 
tors. 

---Q00~-—= 


NEW CADET BARRACKS AT RANDOLPH FIELD ALMOST 
READY FOR OCCUPANCY. 


.Finishing touches are rapidly being added to 
the first of the two new Flying Cadet Barracks 
at Randolph Field and, according to the pres- 
ent schedule of work, they will be occupied by 
April lst. The March class of Flying Cadets, 
339 strong, reported for duty on ilarch 1st, 
and were immediately assigned to companies 
and rooms, pending the final completion of thc 
first of the two new berracks. 

The Cadet Battalion has been reorganized 
into four companies by Captain James S. 
Stowell, Commandant of Cadets, in anticipatio: 
of the forthcoming move. The former organiza- 
tion consisted of only two companies. 

Randolph Field's second Cadet Barracks unde: 
construction was started several weeks after 
the first, and will not be ready for occupanc 
until late May or early June, according to th 
latest estimates. 

Upon final acceptance of the new building »b, 
the Air Corps, moving day for 'C'' Company, oc- 
cupants of the barracks, will be accomplished 
in short order. The company will probably 
move en masse from their present location in 
the east half of 'B" Company Barracks. n 
completion of the move, "B'' Company will take 
@ deep breath and spread out in their own 
quarters, while "'A'' and ''D'' Compenies will 
continue to doublo up wntil the last of the 
four barracks is ready for occupancy. 


---000--- 


CONTACT WITH HIGH TENSION WIRE PROVES FATAL 


.Private Richard H. Gable, Operations Section 
lst Air Base, Langley Field, Va., was electro- 
cuted on the night of March 7th, when he brush- 
ed against a high tension wire while taking 
down a radio mast from an instruction truck. 

The accident occurred at 6:20 o'clock on 
Harris Creek Road, near Bayview Manor in 
Elizabeth City County. A Board of Langley 
Field Officers was appointed to investigate 
the accident. 

Private Gable was operating a radio truck 
used for blind flying instruction when the 
accident occurred. Ee enlisted in the Amy 
on July 25, 1934. He is survived by his mothe: 
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AMBITIOUS MEN IN 63RD SCHOOL SQUADRON 


The scribe for the 63rd School Squad- 
ron at Kelly Field, Texas, says that at 
least 60 men in that organization are 
qualified for entrance into Chanute 
Field and are very anxious to get there 
and that many more men expect to qualify 
in the near future by passing the Alpha 
Test. He adds: 


"Since the bars have let down, permit- | 


ting more Kelly Field men to attend the 
schools at Chanute and Denver, the 63rd 
has sent more men to these schools than 
any other squadron, This squadron has 
had more men qualified for entrance at 
all times, and the men seem to be fight- 
ing for the chance to go to school. 
Along with the usual technical courses 
offered in the Squadron School, which 
runs continuously for three hours week- 


ly throughout the entire year, the squad-' 


ron occasionally operated a basic educa- 
tional scheol to assist the men in pass- 
ing such examinations as that requirod 
fer entrance to the Chanute and Denver 
schools, " é 

meme OO mw ee 


NEW CARGO AIRPLANE FOR SELFRIDGE FIELD 


Selfridge Field, lMich., recently re- 
ceived as part of its Sabu 
B-18 late type Bomber from Hamilton 
Field, Calif. It was ferried to the 
field by Colonel H.B. Clagett and Major 
W.R. Sweeley, and will be used as a car- 
go airplane, Although not as large as 
the "Flying Fortress" type, the News 
Letter Correspondent states that it has 
ty Bee the recent improvements, being 
2B igh speed and large carrying capa- 
city. 

---000--~ 


ACTIVITIES IN 8TH PURSUIT GROUP 
By the News Letter Correspondent 


Now that the new P-36A has claimed the 


which are being transferred to Maxwell 


Field, Ala., create very little interest... 


The first of the PB's were transferred 
on March 7th, the flight consisting of 
10 airplanes, led by Captain Stuart G. 
McLennan, 
S5th Pursuit Squadron 
Our five latest officers are coming 

ane fine in their familiarization of 
the P.. 

They are especially well 





leased with 


the performance of the P-36A's, whichare 
eee different from the training ships 
ey handled while at school, 


Although our hangar is very crowded, 
we are getting — — nicely with 
Our maintenance work. e 35th Squadron 
shares the hangar with the Hors. and 
Hors. Squadron, 8th Pursuit Group, All 
tojd there are about 35 planes in the 
hangar, which makes it plenty hard for 


-1 


amen = Hoi a = 


equipment a | 


spotlight in this Group, the old PB-2A's,: 


364, BC-1, and the PB-2A airplanes. | 





, the mechanics. But seeing that nothing 
can daunt the fight and courage of the 
35th, this obstacle has been diminished 
to a minim, 

The 35th hated to see General Andrews 
leave ley Field, but were honored 
by being in the personnel formation 
that saw him off. General Andrews was 
well liked by the 35th. 

36th Pursuit Squadron 

' The indoctrination 0 e newest ar- 
rivals from the Training Center is in 
full swing these days. The PB-2A's and 
/BC-1 are fast beinz mastered, and the 

seven new officers are looking forward 
avidly to the day when they can start 
bending the throttle on the P-36A's. 
| Comes the new regime! With the com- 
|/missioned strength of the Squadron up 
| to 25 officers, the long-cherished 
dream of having a squadron of flights 
| instead of * hh a squadron has been 
| realized, e 36th is now composed of 
| three flights, led by Captain C.K.Rich 
an Lieuts. J.E, Barr and J.B, League, 
| Jr. 
| tion, operations and engineering are 

to be handled by flights from now on. 


a 


The activities of the organiza- 


| 

| 

| “" And still the P-36A's keep rolling 

'in, The qualified pcg fxs pilots in 

| the squadron have been mal ng the 

| Buffalo jaunt almost as regularly as 

| the Air Mail. It doesn't irk anyone, 

| though —- the more the merrier for all 

| concerned. 

|. The entire squadron regrets exceed- 

| gnely the departure on March 9th of 
2nd Lieut. Stanley T. Wenrick, Stan 

terminated his active duty in the Air 

' Corps Reserve to take a position with 

' the United Air Lines, He came to 

| Langley Field from Kelly Field in 

| June, 1938, and during his service here 

had made many lasting friends on the 

| post, 


36rd Pursuit Squadron 
The 35rd Pursuit Squadron welcomes 
| seven new Second Lieutenants to its 
midst. The new officers reporting here 
from the Training Center are 2nd Lieuts. 
Robert L, Morrissey, Robert B. Mueller, 
Kyle L. Riddle, Gerhard J. Schriever, 
Leonard B, Storm and Sullivan P. Turner. 
Under the instruction of Captain John 
|B. Bodle, the new officers are bus 
| getting acquainted with the new ships. 
| The good old PB-2A's are on their way. 
Four of them were lost to Maxwell Field 
last week, and more will probably go in 
the near future, We all hate to see a 
| 00d old horse go. 


' 
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Brigadier General Jacob B, Fickel, 
Air Corps, Las been relieved from duty 


at deadquarters, 9th Corps Area, Presi- 
dio of San Francisco, Calif., and as- 
signed as Wing Commander, lst Wing, GHQ 
Air Force, March Field, Calif. 
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MORE RESERVES RECEIVE REFRESHER TRAINING , BOMBING DEMONSTRATION AT LANGLEY FIELD 


Nine more Air Coupe Reserve officers | A party of officers, headed by Briga- 
reported at Kelly Field to pursue a spe- | dier General Lesley J. McNair, U.S. 
cial Refresher course, beginning March , Army, witnessed en the nT ig of March 
18th, They are Second Lieutenants: | 8th, Langley Field personnel flying in 


Wilson Gillis (30) Los Angeles, Calif., | the latest types of Bombardment planes 


(600 hours), Attack Section: drop deadly demolition bombs on be- 
Jesse Courts Hayes (30) Shawmmee,Okla., | draygled Plum Tree Island in the Back 
(1600 hours), Attack Section; | River. 
liam TIrelaad (25) ,Cincinnati, | Te Langley planes went aloft at 


George Wi 
Ohio (1200 hour s) Bombardment Section; | about ten o'clock, bate pee | the bomb- 
Cli (738 W. Ludwig (27) San Antonio, | ing practice, the visiting officers 


Texas (1300 hours}. Attack Section; 'were scheduled to g0 to nearby Fort 
Fred Stevens Shine (25), Claremont, — | Monroe to inspect latest anti-aircraft 
Calif, (1200 hours), Pursuit Section; guns of the Second Coast Artillery 
James W. Stowell (<0), Memphis, Tenn., | regiment. They returned to Washington 
(1550 hours), Pursuit Section; by plane in the afternocn, 

John Meurice Tillman (29) Lorain,Ohio, In the party with General McNair 
(680 hours), Pursuit Section; were Colonel Edmund L. Gruber and Cap- 
William iixon Vickers, Jr. (25) Beau- tain Floyd L. Parks, of the General 
mont, Texas. (2500 hours), Bombardment Staff Corps, and Lieut. Colonel Floyd 

Section; ; EB. Galloway, Commanding Officer of 
Andrew Bodwell Walker (29), Miami, Belling Field, D.C. They arrived at 





Okla. (1900 hours), Fursuit Section. | the Langley Field airdrome at 6:20 
Taere are a total of 18 Refresher stu- | p.m., the previous » from Fort 

dents uncergoing training at Kel Field,; Benning, Ga., where they inspected the 

specializing as follows: Attack, 5; Bom- | Infantry School, ; 

bardment, 6; and Pursuit, 7. It is an- | Fishing and boating in Back River, a 

veoapeted that all the Refresher students! tributary of the York,were suspended 

at Kelly Field will complete their course’ during the aerial demonstration, and 

within six weeks from the date of report-; patrol boats from Langley Field linger- 

ing. | : ed on the edge of the river to escort 
---000--- river craft out of the danger zone, 


No mishaps were reported, 
SNOWSTORM DELAYS ERRAND OF MERCY 


The demonstration was the second one 
staged at Langley Field in the period 
Complying with an emergency call for of two weeks. On February 25th, rank- 
serum from Scottsbluff, Nebraska, Major ing government aud army officials made 
¥,W. Bonfils, Commander of the 120th Ob- an overnight tour of both Langley Field 
servation Squadron, Colorado National and Fort Monroe. Included in this lat- 
Guard, accompanied by Captain Raymond M. | ter party were members of the Senate 
Wilson and Technical Sergeant Charles 
West, departed from Denver at 9:30 


and House of Representatives Commit- 
tees on Military Affairs and Appropria- 


o'clock on the morning of March 15th tions. 
with the serum, but were forced down at | ---000--- 
Cheyenne Wyoming, due to a heavy snow- | 
storm, This necessitated forwarding the | "DUSTER" HITS RANDOLPH FIELD 
serum on to Scottsbluff by automobile. | 
---000--~ Riding on the wings of a dry "Norther | 


one of the worst dust storms'of the 
year hit Randolph Field at 11:30 Pits 
March lith, and soon had the visibility 
There were recently assigned to Self- restricted to a mile or less. The dust 
ridge Field, Mt. Clemens, Mich., 32 Re- ‘| was picked up pe the strong wind in the 
serve officers, graduates of the last ‘dust bowl, waich comprises the arid 
Class at the Air Corps Training Center, ‘plains of Hastern Colorado and New 
thug materially augmenting the officer {Mexico, Western Kansas and the Texas 
personnel of the lst Pursuit Group, |Panhandle. It traveled as far south as 
These yo officers are repadiy - | the Gulf of Mexico and as far east as 
quiri the technique of flying high | Northeastern Georgia, By ten 2'clock 
speed suit ships, and can be seen al- | the next morning, the worst of the dust 
most every hour of the day familiarizing has cleared away, leaving a liberal 


RESERVE OFFICERS AT SELFRIDGE FIELD : 


themselves with this new equipment. , coating of silt over everything in its 
Each and every one of these officers ‘wake. Since only itinerant ie was 
is very sOt 8. Somes. tnaat they were as- scheculed con Sunday, the normal train- 


Signed to Selfridge Field, declares the ‘|ing activities were not hampere1. 
News tapter Oars apondens, totes. be- | ---000--- 
cause of the honor of serving w 4 _ 
renowned units of the lst Pursuit Group, | par ang 39°the Xo thg, Poginegtt ePoE, 
and secondly, because of thé ideal can Field Texas, overhauled 1 gar 
locality. |Planes and 81 engines and repaired 

iPlanes and 2 engines. 
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NATIONAL DEFENSE DAY BRINGS IMMENSE CROWD AT MARCH FIELD 
By the March Field Correspondent 


Dawn of Sunday, March 19th, broke 
through somber clouds over March Field, 
Southern California's week-day runway- 
in-the-Sun, to presage the arrival by 
noon of the largest crowd of national 
defense fans in the history of the field. 
The occasion was the annual meeting of 
the Los Angeles Chapter of the Army Ord- 
nance Association, but the public was 
invited and showed more interest than 
ever had been demonstrated before. 

More than 35,000 people flocked through 
the military gates to witness an aerial 
demonstration and to inspect aircraft, 
ordnance and anti-aircraft equipment. 
The roadway along the line, and the 
wuole parking area of the huge landing 
mat was filled with a milling, jostling 
but good-natured and orderly crowd that 
showed alert interest in the bristling 
military array of aircraft drawn_up for 
inspection. State highway patrolmen de- 
clared that the traffic, which for seven 


hours clogged main e\ ogpes be with a solid | 
ng c 


line of cars stretchi ear to River- 
side ten miles away, was the heaviest 
Riverside County has ever seen. 

Greeting the Ordnance group, among 
whom were Earl B, Gilmore, President of 
the Los nie Chapter; Major General 
Ewing Booth, former Assistant Chief of 
Staff and now retired; and many other 
dignitaries, was Colonel Rush B. Lincoln, 
Commanding Officer of March Field. The 
Association, composed of Reserve offi- 
cers and prominent businessmen of South- 
ern California, met at 10:00 a.m., to 
conduct its annual affairs and discus- 
sions. Its coordinator was Major Thomas 
M, Jervey, March Field Ordnance Officer. 

At two o'clock, with the regimental 
band of the 63rd Coast Artillery oe. 
ing, General Booth presented battle rib- 
bons to Los Angeles' 363rd Infantry in 
an ressive ceremony. 

At 2:30 o'clock, eighteen Northrop 
Attack planes of the 17th Attack Group, 
led by Major Lotha A, Smith, Air Corps, 
thundered down the field in a mock at- 
tack against anti-aircraft placements. 
Flying low over the level terrain, they 
loosed a water curtain to simulate a 


, Sanders and Lieut. Silen; a new Vultee 

| Attack Bomber; the Douglas DC-5, latest 

| tricycle-land-geared high-wing trans- 
port, and Douglas Bombers, Northrop 
Attacks and North American Basic Combat 

 Binee regularly stationed at March 

| Field, Fortunately for the visitors, 

| the B-15, the B-17 and the P-36A's had 

| arrived two days before the Show on 

'a routine cross-country fuel check 

| flight. 

| The visitors wildly cheered the effi- 

| client aerial demonstration, and exhibit- 

| ed much interest in the anti-aircraft 

| equipment displayed by batteries of the 

éard Coast Artil ory 

| When darkness fell under a still 

| cloudy sky, late stragglers were leav- 

| ing behind a brilliant day's story of 

Southern Californians' Army Air Corps 

| mindedness, 

| ~--000--~ 


MECHANICS BECOME ATTACHED TO AIRPLANES 


| Disconsolate over losing his faithful 
| old airplane, the C-14 (494), Sergeant 
| A.M. lst Class, W.E. Morgan, its crew 

| chief for the past two years, seems to 

' be down and out since its departure, 
according to the News Letter Correspon- 
Gent of the 47th School Squadron, 
'Randolph Field, Texas. The Sergeant's 
| only comment to the Correspondent was: 
/"It makes no difference now." 

| The personnel on the hangar line of 

| the 47th recently bade farewell to 

| this old faithful Transport plane. It 
/had served its time and, due to e, it 
| became the subject of a survey which 
'was recently approved, 


wnt IO wwe 


IMPROVEMENTS COME WITH MARCH OF TIME 


| The scribe of Headquarters and Head- 
| Gear bere Squadron, Randolph Field 
‘Texas, states that that organization is 
lundergoing quite a change these days in 
|many different ways. First, the paint 
brush can be seen around any part of 
the barracks, and there is nothing that 


| 
| 


smoke screen, and drupped dummy parachute| makes a neater appearance than a good 


bombs, Shortly thereafter, a stubby 
P-36A, which took off on a routine car- 
buretor check, thrilled the crowd with 
acrobatics, climaxing with a long slant- 
ing:dive that brought the plane rocket- 
ne down the line at better than 400 
miles per hour. 

seene the airplanes on display were 
the B-15, brought from Langley Field by 
Lieut. Colonel Robert Olds and Major 
Caleb V, Haynes; a B-17, also brought 
from Langley Field by Major McReynolds 
and Major Crocker; two P-36A's, flow 
from Barksdale Field, La., by Captain 


coat of fresh paint. 

Another new improvement, he says, is 
| the set of chimes that are being used 
_in the mess hall, adding that a couple 
of the boys are practicing on them, and 
in a short time they will be able to 
Blay the Army chow call. It is a great 
deal different from the shrill and 
raucus chow bell that nearly deafens 
|& man when he happens to walk by the 
K.P., who usually sees how loud he can 
pound on it. Pe 

a e018 er 
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LARGEST COMBINED CLASSES IN HISTORY OF 
RANDOLPH FIELD. 


With 360 Flying Cadets, student offi- 
cers, foreign officers, and foreign ca- 
dets in the new March primary class at 
Randolph Field, Texas, and 240 student 
grenee undergo ing training on the Basic 


tage, the Primary Flying School has the 
latest combined y Ty fir history, * 
be 


total of 600 student pilots actual 
pre on duty at the "West Point of the 
Fe 


A year ago, when the March class re- 
aber it was slightly larger than the 

resen 

ime the class on the Basic Stage did 
not aereers the present class in point 
of numbers. 


which reported on March lst and start 
actual i 
composed of 8 officers from the R ar 
Army, 2 Mexican Ar 
ine officer, vat gene Flying 
adets, 339 Flying Cadets of the U.S. 
ai and 7 holdovers, a total of 360, 
e Basic Stage class is composed of 
89 student officers, 3 National Guard 
officers, 128 Flying Cadets, and two 


The present class on the Primary Stage, 
€ 


officers from the Peruvian Air Corps who 


are 7s @ special short course and, 
finally, 18 Reserve officers who are 
pursuing the Refresher course - all for 
a total of 240 men in training. 

Lieuts. Ernesto Gomez Cornijo and 
Enrique Espinoza, of the Peruvian Air 
Corps, veperted at Randolph Field on 
February 27th 


planes, Later they will be transferre 
° Kelly Field for additional training 
on A-17 

airdrome at Las Palmas, Peru. The two 


foreign officers have been in the United 


States for several months. They will 
erry an export version of either the 
BT~-9 or the A-17 to their homeland upon 
completion of their training. Both of- 


ficers are graduates of the Peruvian Air 


Training Center, a counterpart of 
Randolph Field,’ 


Pp 
During the first two weeks of the pre- 
sent Basic Class, which started its sec- 


ond four-months' period of instruction 
On February 25th, there were as as 
247 men undergoing training. This fig- 
ure includes seven Air Corps officers 
regularly assigned to Randolph Field, 
who were undergoing the 30-hour cours- 
Spibecimnerig te telmeey Manas ineens 
pprox € e ins - 
tors received instruction in this course 
during the interim hetween classes, in 
order that instructional methods on both 
stages would be better coordinated. 


---000--~ 
Lieut. Colonel 
Corps, having been 


h J. Knerr, Air 


ti board i ee ote 
vite, “Sas to. Pegotttey incjgen Ma 
ereto, Was retired on » 2939, 


-1 


Primary —_ class, but at that 


training on March 13th, is 


officers, 1 Philip- 
‘| stay in th 
The 


for a special short course 
of instruction on the Basic Trainer type 


s. before returning to their home 


SPIRIT OF AMERICAN YOUTH IS STILL ALIVE 


Not exactly typical of the many let- 
ters received each by the Secre- 
tary's Office at the Primary Flying 
School, Randolph Field, which request 
information or a blanks for 
the Flying Cadet Battalion, the follow- 
ing letter is reproduced as a matter of 
were interest and as a graphic il- 

ustration that the spirit of youth is 
very mach elive: 


Mar. 1, 1939. 
Sir: ; 


Here is just the kind of a eu you 
need to pilet one of your super ships 
ou claim to have. I go to this school, 
ut I don't like it. want to be a 
combat pilot and enter your school, I 
don't need to tell yeu that I've got 
the brains, because any bird that can 
is Place has to have brains, 
air force needs Rien of new men 
at this time so you had better give me 
a chance, I am 18 years old, am 6 
feet and we 180 lbs. I can take 
care of myself okey. I like the set-up 
out there and will be waiting to hear 





from you, I take to the air like Grant 
took Richmon 
Just address: 
Jo Doe 
999 Blank Street 
Blank, Blank, 
P.8. 


Please soply, Stes because I hope to 
be able to ge eH... out of here and 
live dike a h a, 

"Honestly, this is an exact reproduc-— 
tion, and is on file at Randolph Field," 
the News Letter ———— eclares. 

women QJO «<0 


IMPROVEMENT OF GASOLINE SUPPLY SYSTEM 


| AT RANDOLPH FIELD 


Additional funds in the amount of 
$8,230.00 will be expended in the near 
uture for improving the Aqua gasoline 
supply system of the Air Corps et 
Fly School, Randolph Field, connect- 
ing the lines from the gasoline supply 
tanks to the storm sewer lines and per- 
forming incidental work. This was an- 
nounced by Major F.D, Shawn, Q.M.C., 
Post Quartermaster, 

The State W.P.A. will furnish $6,210 
of the ole ty 2) for the work, while 
the additional $2,920 will be furnighed 
en bs When placed in operation, the 
project will provide employment for 52 
men for mec iee mc | two months. 


Lieut. Colonel Joseph T, McNarney,dir 
Corps, has been detailed as a member of 
the General Staff Corps and assigned 
to the War Department General Staff. 
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LANGLEY FIED PERSONNEL BID FAREWELL TO 
GENERAL ANDREWS. 


Colonel Frank M, Andrews, Air Corps, 
who assumed command of the General 


| 


| 
| 


SOLDIER'S MEDAL TO PRIVATE JORDAN 
Private LeRoy C. Jordan, of the First 


| School Squadron at Chanute Field, 


ead- | Rantoul 


Ill., was the recipient on 


quarters Air Force when it was establish- March 22nd at that station of the 


edfour years ago and welded it into a 
potent implement of national defense, 
left Langley Field on March 10th for a 
brief leave of absence before assuming 
— new duties at Fort Sam Houston, 
Texas, 

Officers and enlisted men of the Air 
Force were lined in military order at 
nine o'clock that morning to salute him 


as he walked from his former quarters on 


ate of the 
drews +o 


Senedict Avenue to the main 
airdrome to drive with Mrs. 
Key West, Fla, 

Accompanying him in the brief ceremo- 


nies that morning were Brigadier General 


Arnold N, Krogstad, Commanding the 2nd 
Wing, GHQ Air Force; Colonel Lawrence S. 
Churchill, Air Base Executive Officer, 
and Lieut. William L. Curry, aide-de- 
camp to General Krogstad. 

Succeeding Colonel Andrews, who held 


the temporary rank of Major General dur- 


ing his tenure of office as Commanding 
General of the GHOQ Air Force, is Major 
General Delos C, ons, wno took over 


the command of the GHQ Air Force on Feb- 


ruary 28th for a period of four years. 
Members of Headquarters and Headquar- 
ters Squadron of the GHQ Air Force, 


Langley Field, observed the fourth anni- 


versary of that organization at a ban- 
mos on the afternoon of March 4th in 
e organization dining room, 


Colonel Frank M, Andrews was the prin- 


ciped speaker on this occasion. 
is organization was authorized by 


the War Department on March 1, 1935, and 


its initial strength included 22 Ser- 
geaats, 7 Corporals, 18 Privates, lst 
Class, and 18 Privates. The personnel 
now includes 118 enlisted men and 27 
ficers. 

Captain Zlwood R, Quesada was the 
Squadron's first commander, Major John 
E, sparen took over the command on June 
6, 1935, and on 
he was relieved by. Major Eugene C, — 
Eubank, The latter was succeeded by 
Major Clyde V. Finter 
tioned at Maxwell Field, Ala., on 
August 20, 1937. 

---000--~ 


Colonel. Henry B,. Clagett, Air Corps, 
Commanding Officer of Selfridge Field 


Mich,, recently completed an aerial round | 
trip as pilot of the C-33 Transport plane 


carrying .enlisted men to the Air Corps 


Technical School, Chanute Field, I11l. His 
Langley Field, Va.; Mitchel 
.Y.; Selfridge Field, Mich., and | 


itinerary was 
Field, N 

Chanute Fiela. His passengers were stu- 
dents enrolling in the various courses 
given at the Air Corps Technical School. 


of- 


August lst of that year 


who had been. sta- 


Soldier's Medal for an act of bravery 
in saving the life of an 8-year old 
girl in the Illinois River, near the 
Chanute Field Rest Camp, Havana, [1ll,, 
on August 12, 1938, 

The decoration was presented by Major 


|General Stanley H. Ford, Commanding 


| the Sixth Corps Area. 


The First School 
Squadron, under the command of Captain 
Ray H, Clark, Air Corps, stood at at- 
tention while Private Jordan received 
his award. The congratulations of the 
field go to Private Jordan, 

While at Chanute Field, General Ford 
made an inspection of the post, paying 
particular attention to the flying 
€quipment and the new construction, The 
Corps Arca Commander appeared to be es- 
pecially well informed on both the con- 
struction and the airplanes allotted 
to this station, 

General Ford concluded his stay with 
a brief call on Colonel Gerald C. Brant, 
Air Corps, Commandant of the Air Corps 
Technical School, 6 

--—=—0U0 --— 


PHOTOGRAPHING GAME FROM THE AIR 


Airmen of the Colorado National Guard 


| Air Corps, Captain Harrison W. Wellman, 








20- 


Jr., and end Lieut. Edward C.Fackerell, 
at the request of the State of Colorado 
Game and Fish Department, flew a new 
O-~47A airplane, on March 2nd, over the 
mountainous regions of the State and 
took pictures of deer and elk feeding 
at various places. 
Due to the deep snow lying in the 


|/ mountains, the State has been feeding 


the game, and it was desired to secure 
a count of deer and elx, The photo- 
graphs secured were highly satisfactory 
or this purpose, and additional re- 
uests were received by the National 
uard Squadron for a more complete sur- 
vey of gore feeding grounds throughout 
the State. 


---000--~ 


PERUVIAN OFFICERS RECEIVE SPECIAL 
TRAINING AT KELLY FIELD. 


Lieuts. Enrique Espinosa and Ernesto 
Gomez-Cornejo, of the Peruvian Army Air 
Corps, reported at the Advanced Flying 
School, Kelly Field, Texas, on March 
18th, to pursue a special course sf in- 
struction, specializing in Attack Avia- 
tion, Mention of these two Peruvian 
Air Corps officers is made elsewhere in 
this issue of the News Letter. They 
are expected to remain at Kelly Field 


for a period of approximately two 
V-8013, A.C. 
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WAR DEPARTMENT SPECIAL ORDERS 
Changes of Station 





To Bolling Field, D.C. 2nd Lieut. Leroy A. 
Rainey, from Kelly Field, Texas. 

To Fort Knox, Ky.: Colonel Byron Q. Jones, 
from duty as instructor at the Army War College, 
Washington, D.C., upon completion of present 
school year. 

To Kelly Field, Texas: 1st Lieut. Thomes J. 
Gent, Jr., from ‘Yami lton Field, Calif.; lst 
Lieut. hg mee M. Gerland, from Panama Canal De- 
partment (previous orders amended). 

To Lowry Field, Denver, Colo.: Major John P. 
Temple, from Langley Field, Va. 

To Inglewood, Calif.: Major Charles E. Bran- 
shaw, from Sacramento, Calif., Air Depot, for 
duty as Assistant Air Corps Representative, 
oo oF peg District. 

o Langley Field, Va.: tain Wentworth 
Goss, from March Field, eels. 
To Hamilton Field, Calif.: 
William 0. Butler, from foreign service. 

ous orders in his case amended. 

To Maxwell Field, Ala.: Major SamL. Ellis, 
from duty as instructor at Command and General 
Staff School, Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, to duty 
as a member of the Air Corps Board. 

To March Field, Calif.: Captain Truman H. 
Landon, from Panama Canal Department. 

To Randolph Field, Texas: ist Lieuts. Edward 














Lieut. Colonel 
Previ- 














W. Suarez, from the Hewaiian artment, and 
Trenholm J. Meyer, from Panama Department. 


Previous orders amended. 

To Mitchel Field, N.Y.: Ist Lieut. Dolph E. 
Muehleisen, from EFawaiian tment. 

To Washineton, D.C., for duty in Office of the 
Chief of the Air Corps: Major Oliver S. Ferson, 
from Barksdale Field, La.; Major Edwerd E. 
Hildreth, from Maxwell Field, Ala.; Captain 
Lyman P. Whitten, from Wright Field, Ohio. 

To Panama Canal Department: Lieut. Colonel 
Francis ner, aff) from duty with 
GHQ Air Force, Langley Field, Va. 

To Wright Field, Ohio: Major Franklin 0. 
Carroll, from duty as Assistant Air Corps Pro- 
curement Representative, Inglewood, Calif. 


Extended Active duty for Air Reserve Officers 


end Lieut. Vandenburgh Endress, Fort Worth, 
Texas, to Brooks Field, Texas, to March 14,1942. 
2m Lieut. Jeff Coleman Mock, Vivian, La., to 
Barksdale Field, La., to March 29, 1942. 
Transfers 


lst Lieut. Maurice M. Simons, Air Corps, to 
the Coast Artillery, and from duty with the 97th 
Observation Squadron, Mitchel Field, N.Y., to 
duty with 5lst Coast Artillery, Fort Monroe, Va. 
2nd Lieut. Andrew 0. Lerche, Corps of Engin- 
eers, Fort McIntosh, Texas, transferred to Air 
Corps and assigned to duty at Randolph Field. 
Promotions 
To Colonel ( temporary): Lieut. Colonel Junius 
W. Jones, from March 1, 1939. 
To Lieut. Colonel (temporary): Major Paul J. 
Mathis, from March 17, 1939. 
To Major (temporary): Captains Julian B. 
on, from March 15th, and Haynie McCommick, 
from March 17, 1939. 
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B-10's, this being the first time the 


Colonel Walter R. Weaver has been transfer- 
red from Langley Field, Va., to Maxwell Field, 
Ala., and, 6ffective on or about April 1,1939, 
designated as Commandant, the Air Corps Tac-~ 
tical School, vice Colonel Millard F. Harmon, 
who is designated as Assistant Commandant, the 
Air Corps Tactical School, vice Lieut. Colonel 
Donald Wilson, relieved. 

Captain Donald W. Norwood relieved from as- 
signment and duty at Denver, Colo., and direct: 
ed to proceed to his home to await retirement. 

Lieut. Colonel Earl L. Naiden detailed as 
member of the General Staff Corps with troops 
and assigned to duty with the GHQ Air Force, 
Langley Field, Va. 

Second Lieut. Will Wright McConnell, Air 
Reserve, Kenton, Ohio, assigned to extended 
active duty at Patterson Field, Fairfield, 
Ohio, to March 20, — 
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ARMY AIRMEN WAKE TRIP TO SOUTHERN ISLANDS 


The 28th Bombardment Squadron, stationed at 
Clark Field, P.I., completed the first south~ 
ern island trip of the new year on February 
10th. Seven B~10B's, Major Guy L. McNeil, Aix 
Corps, Commanding, departed from Clark Field 
on February 8th for Jolo, Jolo, P.I., via 
Zamboanga, Zamboanga, P.I. 

Zamboanga was the first overnight stop, go- 
ing to Jolo the second day and returning to 
Zamboanga for the second night's stop. 

On the third day, the flight left for San 
Jose, Mindoro, via Iloilo and other points, 
but while flying in the vicinity of Panay, 
word was received that a typhoon was approach- 
ing over Mindanao, whereupon the flight retur: 
ed to Clark Field without stopping at San Jose 

Army pilots on this trip, in addition to 
Major McNeil, were Captains R.L. Schoenlein, 
W.A.R. Robertson, lst Lieuts. Hunter Harris, 
Jr., L.R. Brownfield, D.N. Motherwell and W.M. 
Gross. 

Several officers from other branches o: the 
service were passengers on the trip, viz? 
Brigadier General F.W. Honeycutt, Commanding 
General, Fort Stotsenburg, P.I.; Lieut. Cols. 
E.W. Taulbee, W.E. Buchly and J.T. Pierce, 
26th Cavalry (P.S.); 7.G.M. Oliphant, 24th 
Field Artillery (P.S.); Major P. LeToney, 3lst 
Infantry, and lst Lieut. C.V. George, Air Re- 
serve, from PAA. 

Enlisted men accompanying the flight as 
flight chief, crew chiefs and radio operators, 
were Tech. Sgt. M. Brucher, Staff Sgts. S. 
Daniels, M. Paschini, J. Stockwell, Sgt. A. 
Spade, Privates S.W. Stacy, C. Poly, W. Ott 
and D. Jenkins, while Pvt. lst Cl. G.M.Tweedy, 
2nd Obs. Squadron, Nichols Field, was the 
photographer on the flight. 

The natives of Jolo, coming in from the 
hills, gave the flight quite a reception, as 
it was their first opportunity to see the 
Squadror 
The landing fields at Jolo 
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had landed there. 




















and Zamboanga have been enlarged, and the 
B-10's have plenty of room for landing and 
taking off. Servicing facilities,for the bene- 
fit of all oldtimers that have blazed the trail 
before, are the same as usual - out of the good 
old 5-gallon cans. The pesata saves a lot of 
sore muscles and back es, as 400 galloms per 
airplane is rather a nice workout. 
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ATRMAN FROM SOUTE AFRICA VISITS ARMY STATIONS 


Captain G.A. King, of the South African Per- 
manent Force, was e visitor at Kelly Field on 
March 7th and was shown the installations and 
various activities of the Air Corps Advenced 
Flying School by members of the faculty. He 
also witnessed student training in progress on 
that date. 

Captain King is a member of the South African| 
Instruction Corps, and his present status is 
that of Instructor in Signals at the South 
African ifilitary College, Pretoria. He is 
spending three months in the United States af- 
ter a 17-months' assignment at the British 
School of Signals. Prior to his visit at Kelly 
Field he made calls at Forts Monmouth, Benning, 
Sam Houston, Riley, Knox and Sill. 
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ACTIVITIES AT ADVANCED FLYING SCHOGL 


A total of 40 students was assigned to the 
Bombardment Section of the Air Corps Advanced 
Flying School. These students, belonging to 
Class 39-B, started flying training on Merch 
lst. Since that date six officers, taking the 
Refresher flying course, were added to the 
class. 

Flying instructors present on March lst were 
Major John V. Hart, Captains Delmar T. Spivey, 
Leroy Hudson, lst Lieuts. Roger J. Browne, Roy 
D. Butler, David N. Crickette, Norman L. 
Callish, Laurence B. Kelley, Yilliam L. Kennedy, 
Troup Miller, J.W. Cempbell, E.J. Timberlake, 
2nd Lieuts. N.K. Warner, Leroy A. Rainey and 
Flying Cadet J.E. Stiles. 

Since March ist, Lieuts. Rainey and Warner 
have been lost to the Section, the former being 
transferred to Bolling Field, D.C., while the 
letter was relieved from active duty to accept 
& position with the Eastern Air Lines. Captain 
Hudson was transferred to other duties at Kelly 
Field. 

Twenty-four students of Class 39-B, including 
two officers of the Regular Army, two officers 
of the ee ee Army and twenty Flying Cadets, 
reported to the Observation Section of the Air 
Corps Advanced Flying School on March lst. Un- 
der the pe of Captain R.E. Randall, 
Chief of that Section, training is conducted in 
flying the Observation type airplanes on such 
Missions as visuel reconnaissance, aerial photo- 
graphy, instrument flying and navigation train- 
ing. 

Ground instruction in the use of photographic 
and radio equipment and artillery adjustment 
procedure have taken up the afternoon periods 
end filled up the evening periods with home 
work study. 
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It is anticipated that the present class 
will complete the course of training in three 
months' time instead of the usual four months 


heretofore allotted. Good weather and good 
luck have prevailed thus far, and it is be- 
lieved no insurmountable difficulty will be 
experienced in completing the course in the 
time scheduled. 

During the past year (February, 1938 to 
February, 1938) 162 regular students (student 
officers and Flying Cadets) have been trained 
by the Pursuit Section of the Air Corps Ad- 
vanced Flying School. This is by far the lar 
gest number of students that have been trained 
by any one Section at this School. In addi- 
tion, Reserve Officers undergoing a Refresher 
course have been graduated during each class. 
All students undergoing training received the 
major portion thereof in the P-12 type air 
plane, supplemented with some training in the 
Seversky BT-8 and instrument flying training 
in the BT-2B1 type airplane. 

The flying instructor personnel of the Pur- 


| suit Section include Captain Burton M. Hovey, 


Jr., Chief of Section; Ist Lieuts. Dyke F. 
Meyer, Operations Officer; Melie J. Coutlee, 
Commander of lst Echelon; John H. Bundy, Com 
mander of Second Echelon; Benjamin J. Webster, 
Daniel S. Campbell, Earl F. Signer, Fred N. 
Ward, William I. Fernald, Wilbur W. Aring, 
2nd Lieuts. William Eades, Roy W. Osborn, 
Robert F. Worden, Chester L. Sluder, James M. 


| Jones and Joseph C. Mackey. 


Second Lieut. William Irvin Fernald, Air 
Reserve, now on active duty at Kelly Field, 
was promoted to lst Lieutenant, witn rank 
from March 1, 1939. . 
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CONFUSION IN NAMES AT PRIMARY FLYING SCHOOL 


The middle nemes of two Flying Cadets who 
enrolled in the March, 1939, Class at the Air 
Corps Primary Flying School, Randolph Field, 
Texas, became important to Army officials when 
it was discovered that both bore the name of 
John D. Wynne. Since both were listed as be- 
ing Californians that did not help to dispel 
the confusion, because inquiry revenrled that 
. > John Douglas Wynne's home is in Los 
Angeles and John Davis Wynne came from El 
Centro. In order to simplify matters, the Los 
Angeles Wynne was designated as Wynne No. l, 
because he was assigned to the first squad in 
the Cadet Battalion. The El Centro Wynne was 
dubbed Wynne No. 5, because he is a member of 
the fifth squad. John Douglas Wynne attended 
the Oregon State College and was a Private in 
the 4th Air Base Squadron at March Field, 
Calif., before he was appointed a Flying Cadet. 
John Davis Wynne was appointed from civilian 
life. He attended the University of Arizona 
at Tucson. 
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First Lieut. Bierne Lay, Jr., Air Reserve, 
at his own request, was relieved from extended 
active duty at Langley Field. Bound for Holly- 
wood, Calif., he is to devote his time to a 
motion picture —— the life of an Army 
He wrote 


he book ''I wanted Wings." 
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